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lian dmies links to Turidsh violence 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran Friday denied Turidsh allegations Aar it was linked 
to pofitkatomrdenmTurircy sad voiced hopes that relations between the 
two countries would not be banned. The Iranian news agency IRNA 
quoted a Ftaetao Ministry statement as denying “allegations levelled 
Bgunst-Iran by the Turkish Interior Minister tenet Sezgm.” Iran “hopes 
that Tehran- Ankara ties win fallow tbeir normal and growing trend away 
bra political propaganda hue and ay," die statement said. Mr. Sezgin 
annooQced Hmnday that 19 members of an fanjim - Kiiitai Ldamic 
fundamentalist group had been arrested on charges of murdering two 
Turkish writers and an Iranian dissident. He said the group was trained iu - 
sabotage mid assassination techniques in Iran and three of its leaders were 
befitfwd to love taken refuge there. An Iranian opposition group said a 
speaal amt of .the Iranian armed forces had the task of “exporting 
faud ame ntafism to Turkey.” The Mujahedeen-e-Khalq, in a statement 
sent to die media, said killings in Turkey were carried out in coordination 
with corps 5000. of the special Qods force and the Iranian intelligence 
service. 
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Ramadan leaves for home 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Iraqi Vice-President Taha Yassin Ramadan left 
Amman for home Friday after an overnight wopOver. His Majesiy King 
Hussein received Mr. Ramadan at the Royal Court on Thursday ana 
reviewed with him the latest developments in the region and the 
international arena and bilateral relations. The audience was attended by 
Prime Minister Sharif Zcid Ben Shaker. Royal Court Chief K ha led Al 
Karaki. the under-secretary of die Iraqi Foreign Ministry and the Iraqi 
ambassador in Amman. Mr. Ramadan, who arrived in Amman from 
Algiers en route to Baghdad, said his country was still hopeful that the 
U.S. administration would respond positively to Iraq's recent initiatives. 
Following his meeting with the King. Mr. Ramadan told reporters that his 
country was still awaiting an American response and that "it is a mistake 
to abort any development and say things did not change." 
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Husselni heads for 
talks in Romania 

AMMAN (Petra) — The bead of 
the steering committee of the 
Palestinian delegation to die 
Arab-teaeti peace talks, Faisal 
Al Husseini, left Amman for 
Bucharest Friday on a several- 
day visit to Romania. Mr. Hus- 
seini told Petra he would, meet 
with senior Romanian officials 
for talks on Palestinian- 
Romanian relations and Roma- 
nia's role in the Middle East 
peace process. Mr. Husseini said 
he would brief the Romanian 
officials on dangers inherent in 
Israel's rejection of U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 799, which 
p>lk on -the Jewish state to r e turn 
home the nearly 400 Palestinians 
it expeBed from their homes in 
die occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip in December. His visit 
to Romania, he said, foils within 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nzsalHM's (FLO) policy aiming at 
gathering international support 
for the expellees’ cause. 

Ban enforcement 
reaches 16,000 ships 


MANAMA (R) — U.S. and 
other Western naval forces have 
intercepted 16,000 ships in the 
•• Red Sea and the Gulf since the 
- . United Nations imposed econo- 
mic sanctions against Iraq in Au- 
-• gust, 1990, the U.S. Navy said in 
k a statement Friday. The state- 
meat by the U.S. naval forces 
• central command said the 
Cypriot-flagged container ship 
Boeketnbnrg had been stopped in 
the Red Sea on Feb. 2 while 
saflrag from Port Said, Egypt to 
Aqaba. It said USS Capodanno 
had allowed the ship to continue 
its trip after 'The inspection team 
deter min ed that the vessel's cargo 
j was in compliance with United 
-■* Nations resolutions.” 


; Iran 'encouraged’ by 
■-< Arab messages 

TEHRAN (R) — banian Presi- 
dent Afcbar Hasbemr Rafsanjam 
said Friday he was encouraged by 
recent friendly messages from 
.. Gulf Arab neighbours following 
months of strained relations 
across the oil-rich Gulf region. 
“(Gulf Arab leaders) in their 
messages indicate they are willing 
to cooperate and befriend Islamic 
Iran. We warmly shake tbeir 
. . hands hoping this trend will con- 
tinue,” he satd in a Friday prayer 
. sermon in Tehran. “We hope we 
. „ . are able, with their help, to pre- 
. serve the security of the ... Gulf 
which is important for the world 
as well," Mr. Rafsanjani added. 

v Djibouti gets new 
- cabinet 

DJIBOUTI (R) — Djibouti's 
President Hassan Gouled Apti- 
: don has announced a new 18-man 

cabinet in the wake of the first 
ever multi -party polls held in 
December. The cabinet 
announced late Thursday is close- 
ly balanced between Mr. 
GouIecTs politically dominant 
SomaE Zssa dan and the Afors, 
whose tribal forces have been in 
revolt since November 1991. 
Afore took eight posts including 
foreign affairs, which went to 
Mohammad Boiok Abdou, and 
the economy and commerce port- 
folio which went to Muhammad 
Ali Muhammad.* But former In- 

• tenor Minister Ahmad Buiaieh 
Barreb, an Issa who has opposed 
compromise with the Afar rebels, 
moved* to the defence ministry. 
Former Foreign Minister 
Afotimm Bahdon Farah, a prom- 

Issa, received the important 
justice and rehgioos affairs post. 

' Mobutu aide slams 
‘Western pressure* 

BRUSSELS (R) — A special 
.. adviser fo Zairean President 
Mobutu Sese Seko said Friday 
reci p rocal measures would be 
tatei if the country's three big- 
gest donor nations increased di- 
plomatic pressure on Mr. Mobutu 
r to refinquish power. Ngbanda 
Nzarabo told Reuters in Brussels 
that if Belgium, France and the 
. United States chose, among other 
V? options, to expel Zaire’s ambas- 
.. sadors, Mobutu would be forced 
7 to take action. “We will take 
reciprocal measures if the three 
countries expd oar ambassadors. 
These are normal diplomatic 
■ rules.’’ Mr. Nbganda said. Bel- 
gjkim, France and the United 
States sent a stent message to Mr, 
Mobutu earlier this week saying 

• they ^forcefully insist" he surrcn- 
; . der ha powers to Prime Minister 
‘ Etienne Tshcseketfi. 


Evictees reject Israeli 
list of .101, insist on 
return home of all 396 


MARI AL ZOHOUR, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Palestinian expel- 
lees in South Lebanon refused 
Friday to take bask an Israeli fist 
of the 101 men the Jewish State 
has agreed to tajee back. 

They again said all or none of 
the 396 men would return. 

A Lebanese driver in a black 
Mercedes brought the list to tbeir 
icy tent camp in from Israel’s 
self-proclaimed “security zone” 
in south Lebanon. 

The driver tried to give two 
envelopes, one containing the 
names and the other a letter, to 
the leaders of the camp. But die 
Palestinians refused to take the 
envelopes and the driver drove 
back to Israeli lines at Zemraya. 

“No-one touched the en- 
velopes,” said Mahmoud Al 
Zahar, an expellee leader. “We 
told him ’Go back to those who 
sent you and tell them we refuse 
to receive them.” 

The driver. Asa’ad Abu Sam- 
sam, told Reuters Israeli soldiers 
had asked him to give the en- 
velopes to the Palestinians. The 
soldiers had removed mines and a 
sand barricade from the road to 
the camp before he drove 
through. 

He said he was told the 101 
could return Sunday. 

Evictee spokesman Aziz Dweik 
said sending the list was a “conspiracy 
against every one of ns and if I do 
(lake the leans) I would he a col- 
laborator with my enemy.” 


He described the Israeli move as a 
game that “undermines our intellect 
and mteOmence.” 

The evictees, stranded between 
Israeli and Lebanese lines since Dec. 
17, had already rejected an Israeli 
offer to take bade ICO of them and cot 
the term of exile for the others. 

After a sermon at Friday prayers, 
each one of them took an oath not to 
return unless Israel allows them aD 
back. 

Raising their right arms, they 
chanted after their leader. Abdul 
Aziz Al RantU: “I pledged to God 
that I will abide by the older of the 
group and if my name is among the 
100 I wiD not return unless ail the 
brothers return with me.” 

Dr. Rantisi said the Red Cross 
would not be allowed into the camp 
to meet the 101 expellees. 

The Israeli offer was intended to 
dear the way for Middle East peace 
talks to resume. The United States 
asserted it made further action 
against Israel at die United Nations 
unnecessary. 

The evictees urged Arab countries 
qot to bow to U.S. pressure and to 
boycott any talks with Israel. 

The impasse was expected to com- 
plicate the mission of U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher, who is 
doe in the region later this month to 
by to reopen the peace talks despite 
the furor over me expulsions (see 

re 2). 

Defence ministry spokesman Odcfc 
Ben-Ami said earlier that Israeli list 
of 101 expeDes was to be delivered by 
the Red Cross. 

Claude VoiDat, a spokesman for 
the Red Cross in Geneva, confirmed 
receiving the list but said the orga- 
nisation had not been asked to trans- 


port them. 

“Obviously we will not evacuate 
people against tbeir will,” Mr. Voiilat 
said. “There is stfl] a way to go before 
these Palestinians might come 
home.” 

Mr. Ben Ami said the men were to 
be brought back to Israeli jails or 
detention centres for interrogation 
and then “the decision win be made 
on wfaat will be the next step regard- 
ing them.” 

Israel has said that many are likely 
to be imprisoned. 

Mr. Ben-Ami said the list includes 
66 men from the occupied West Bank 
and 35 from the Gaza Stop. He said 
that five were hospitalised in die 
South Lebanon town of Maijayoun 
and that eight others were identified 
by the Red Cross as needing treat- 
ment. 

Hanan Ashratvi. spokeswoman for 
the Palestinian peace delegation, told 
reporters that “the Israeli derision 
does not address the illegality of the 
deportations.” 

She added: “We expect all of them 
to be brought back, not just part of 
them.” 

Dr. Ashram was to leave for 
Washington Saturday for talks with 
Clinton administration officials oa the 
expulsions and calk for resumption of 
the peace process. 

The Israeli public strongly sop- 
ported the expulsions and poQs pub- 
lished Friday showed opposition to 
the dedson to allow some to return. 

A telep h o n e survey of 505 people 
for the Yediotfa Ah ro noth daily 
showed 61 per cent opposed, with 36 
per cent in favour and the rest unde- 
cided. A poll of 592 Israelis for the 
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Christopher consults Mideast 
leaders ahead of regional trip 


AMMAN (Agencies) — U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher discussed the plight of 
Palestinian expellees and the 
Middle East peace process with 
Jordan’s top officials, a govern- 
ment source said Friday. 

The source, quoted by Reu- 
ters, declined to give further de- 
tails, but said Mr. Christopher 
telephoned the “Jordanian lead- 
ership” Thursday as part of a 
flurry of contacts with officials in 
the region before his first visit to 
the Middle East later this month 
(see page 2). 

Israel’s expulsion of more than 
400 Palestinians to South Leba- 
non has angered Arabs and furth- 
er complicated the 15-month-old 
Middle East peace process which 
Mr. Christopher is trying to un- 
lock. 

The Arabs have rejected an 
Israeli offer welcomed by the 
United States to take bad: 101 of 


the expellees and reduce their 
terms m exile. 

They insist on implementation 
of U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 799, which demands Israel 
take bade all the men banished to 
Lebanon on Dec. 17. 

Reports from Washington said 
Mr. Christopher spoke on the 
telephone with His Majesty King 
Hussein, Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, foreign minis- 
ters Farouk Shaara of Syria, Amr 
Musa of Egypt and Prince Sand 
of Saudi Arabia. Prime Minster 
Ratio Hariri of Lebanon and 
Faisal Husseini, a leading Palesti- 
nian. He also spoke with Israeli 
leaders. 

All the leaders, including Mr. 
Husseini, reaffirmed their com- 
mitment to the peace process 
“and the importance of getting 
back to die negotiating tame,” a 
senior U.S. official said at a 
briefing under rules that shielded 


his identity. 

But Riyad Mansour, the depu- 
ty observer for the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation at the Un- 
ited Nations, told the Associated 
Press the Palestinians woold not 
attend negotiations until the ex- 
pulsion issue is settled. 

Mr. Christopher's main obsta- 
cle is Palestinian resentment over 
the deal be cut this week with 
Israel to avert a U.N. Security 
Council debate over the Dec. 17 
expulsion. 

Israel agreed in a compromise 
to repatriate about 100 Palesti- 
nians immediately and the rest by 
the end of the year. But the 
Palestinians want the council to 
take up their demand for sanc- 
tions against Israel. 

In the meantime, regional talks 
on such issues as refugees, 
weapons build-zips and the en- 

(Conffnneri on page 5) 


‘Abu Shakoush’ hits . 
claim third fatality 

By a Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The known fatalities in attacks 
attributed to a criminaJ(s) nicknamed “Abu Sha- 
koush” (hammerman) rose to three with the death 
Thursday of an elderly shopkeeper in Jabal Hus- 
sein. 

The latest attack appeared to strengthen police 
theories that there were more than one man 
involved in the series of robberies since mid- 
September in which a blunt instrument, most 
probably a hammer, was used. 

An autopsy carried out on the body of the latest 
victim, Suleiman Farhan Shabatit, 68, has estab- 
lished that he died of massive skull injuries 
inflicted by a heavy metallic instrument — again, 
most probably a medium-sized hammer. 

Shahatit, a retired government official and a 
notable from the Dababneh Christian tribe of Salt, 
was attacked in his electrical appliances shop in 
Jabal Hussein. He was buried Friday. 

In the absence of an eyewitness to the attack — 
as the case was in all “Abu Shakoush” robberies— 
circumstantial evidence is the only clue that police 
have at this point. 

It suggests that Shahatit had bled to death by the 
time employees found him lying in pool of Mood 
and raised an alarm. The body was moved to the 
University of Jordan hospital. 

Medical sources said Shahatit was hit three times 
in the back of the head. 

“Death amid have been instantaneous or in a 
few minutes after the attack, with a blunt instru- 
ment which could have been a hammer,” said one 
source, adding that Shahatit died sometime be- 
tween 9 and 10 a.m. 

Circumstantial evidence indicated that the 
assailant appeared to have used the same modus 
operandi as the attacks attributed to “Abu Sha- 



An artist's mnfithm of a suspect in at least three 
ftttarfre a tt ribute d to *Aba Shakoush* 

koush” — die assailant asking to buy something 
from the shop and hitting the shopkeeper/ 
attendant on the bead when he turns his back; the 
wallets of the victims were missing but cash 

(Cw ltori on page 5) 



An Israeli soldier Friday a rrests a Palestinian boy following a stone-throwing i nch fen i in Jerusalem’s 
Old City (AFP photo) 


Arafat leaves after talks on 
evictees, Arab reconciliation 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

. Jordan Times Staff Reporter ■ 

AMMAN — Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat left Amman Friday 
after urging the West to reconsid- 
er its stand vis-a-vis Iraq and 
Libya after returning from his 
second post-war meeting with 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
in which he is believed to have 
discussed Arab reconciliation 
efforts. 

“I advise that (the U.S.) open a 
dialogue with our brothers in Iraq 
and our brothers in Libya,” said 
the PLO chairman shortly after a 
90-minute meeting on Thursday 
with His Majesty King Hussein in 
which the two Arab leaders dis- 
cussed ways and means to create 
framework for “reconciliation 
talks” between different pro- and 
anti-Iraq groups in the Arab 
World. 

King Hussein and Mr. Arafat 
also discussed the future of the 
Middle East peace process in 


light of the crisis sparked by 
Israel’s Dec. 17 expulsion of 
nearly 400 Palestinians who re- 
main stranded in South Lebanon. 

High-ranking Jordanian offi- 
cials. including Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker. Royal 
Court Chief Kbaled Al Karaki, 
Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Ja- 
ber and head of the Jordanian 
negotiating team to the peace 
talks Abdul Sal am Majali were 
present during the discussions. 

They were joined by PLO Execu- 
tive Committee members Yaser 
Amer. Zubdi Nmshashibi and Bishop 
'Elia Khoury as well as Tayeb Abdul 
Rahim, the Palestinian ambassador to 
Jordan, and head of the Palestinian 
steering committee to the peace talks 
Faisal Husseini. 

Jordanian. Palestinian and other 
-Arab officials and diplomats hare 
said that a drive for Arab reconcilia- 
tion was accelerated in the past weeks 
with the aim of convening an Arab 
summit. 

“The initial meeting may be at 
foreign ministers level, and some 
countries, such as Saudi Arabia may 
send lower level delegations to begin 


with.” one Jordanian official told the 
Jordan Times. 

“Mr. Arafat's visit is a part of a 
‘spin-off* effort that began with 
(Moroccan) King Hasson's unsuccess- 
ful tour of the region in 1992,” said 
the official on condition of anonym- 
ity. 

In Cairo, where he arrived 
later Friday, Mr. Arafat held p 
talks with Egyptian President' 
Kosni Mubarak on the expulsion 
crisis and Middle East peace 
talks, officials said. 

Mr. Arafat had held consultations 
with King Hussein before leaving for 
Baghdad Monday and was believed to 
have taken messages from several 
Arab countries to the Iraqi president. 
Egypt, which has been Mamed by 
Iraqi officials as having been the 

K me instigators in the Arab ranks in 
our of the war against Iraq, is now 
involved in Arab reconciliation 
efforts, Jordan-based Arab diplomats 
say. 

Mr. Arafat, speaking Thursday to 
the press on his way to a meeting with 
Amman-based Palestine National 
Council (PNC) members, would not 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israelis 
kill 5, 
injure 26 
in Gaza 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Israeli troops shot dead five 
Palestinians mid wounded 26 
others in the occupied Gaza 
Strip on Friday, Palestinian 
sources and Israeli military 
officials said. 

A military source said three 
of the dead were In Burcj; 
refugee camp. 

“This afternoon an army 
force on routine operation in 
Buratf saw a car with armed 
terrorists in it. The force initi- 
ated an attack on the car,” the 
official said. 

“There were five armed ter- 
rorists in the car. As a result (of 
the army Cre) three of them 
were killed. Two were caught 
un wounded," she said. The 
official did not give the names 
of the dead bat said they did 
not open fire on tire Israeli 
troops. 

Palestinian sources 1 said 
dashes erupted throughout the 
Gaza Strip as word of the 
(tiffing of the three men spread. 

They said troops shot dead 
Khalil Abu Etaiwi, 14, in 
dashes with thousands of de- 
monstrators in Nosserait re- 
fugee camp and shot dead Said 
Jjafly, 20, during confronta- 
tions in Rafah. 

Troops shot and wounded 26 
Pa lestinians in Rafah, Bnreij, 
Nasscraft, and Khan Yuuis, the 
Palestinian sources said. 

They said the Nusserait 
dashes erupted when residents 
of the camp, opposite Burey, 
saw soldiers kicking the bodies 
of the three dead men. 

hradi nrifitary officials said 
three assault rifles and 
arnmnnHimi were found h the 
car ix- which the three men 
were shot dead. 


Palestinian sources said the 
men in the car were members 
of the Fateh Hawks, a group 
affiliated with the mainstream 
faction of the Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 

Israelis have killed 1,008 
Palestinians since the start of a 
Palestinian revolt against 
Israeli occupation in December 
1987. 

Israel expelled 415 alleged 
Mamie ftmdamentaBst activists 
on Dec. 17 after six soldiers 
were kffled in attacks claimed 
by Hamas. 


Arab stand on crisis forces 
delay of multilateral talks 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The decision by 
•Washington to postpone the next 
‘ round of multilateral Middle East 
peace talks was taken last week 
when it became dear that none of 
the main Arab participants would 
attend the talks. 

The talks were scheduled to be 
held in Rome. Washington, Oslo, 
Geneva and Tokyo on the en- 
vironment, arms control, water, 
refugees and economic issues re- 
spectively. 

While Jordan and the Palesti- 
nians attended the two sessions of 
the five working groups, Syria 
and Lebanon totally stayed away. 
Israel selectively attended the 
talks, claiming it would not par- 
ticipate at any talks in which 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC) members were participat- 
ing on behalf of the Palestinians. 

U.S. President BQ] Clinton 
announced Thursday that his 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher would visit the Middle East 
in the third week of this month. 

Mr. Christopher announced 
die indefinite postponement of 
the multilaterals after consulting 
with senior Jordanian, Palesti- 
nian, Syrian, Lebanese and 
Israeli officials. 

. While there has been no indica- 
tion from Jordan, Syria and 
Lebanon that they would stay 
away from the bilateral phase of 
Arab-Israeli peace talks even if' 
the issue of the expellees were 
not adequately addressed, con- 
cern over the issue remains. 

The Palestinians have said that 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 799, which calls for the re- 


turn of all the expellees, must be 
frilly implemented. 

The U.N. and the Palestinians 
as well as most of the Arab World 
have said that Israel's offer to 
return 100 of the expellees is not 
adequate and partial implementa- 
tion of Resolution 799 is not 
satisfactory. 

Palestinian envoys scheduled 
to visit Washington this week are 
expected to brief the new U.S. 
administration of the Palestinian 
position. 

Palestinian spokeswoman 
Hanan Ashrawi confirmed this 
weekend that she would be part 
of the group that travels to 
Washington to meet the State 
Department officials. A trip by 
Palestinian envoys has been de- 
layed several times because of the 
expellee crisis. 

Dr. Ashrawi has received a 
personal invitation to meet with 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, the wife 
of the U.S. president, the head of 
the Palestinian Women’s Asso- 
ciation told the Jordan Times. 
“(Ashrawi) has received a per- 
sonal invitation from Mrs. Clin* 
ton,” said Issam Abdul Hadi, the 
expelled head of the Palestinian 
Women’s Federation. The news, 
however, could not be fonfirmed 
from the American side. 

Some Palestinian officials be- 
lieve that an early diplomatic 
initiative by the Arab countries in 
general and the Palestinians in 
particular may help address what 
is seen as a pro-Israeli administra- 
tion further towards a more 
evenhanded approach. * 

Israel Radio reported Thurs- 
day that Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres would visit 
Washington on Feb. 17. 


U.N. approves troops for 
Iraq-Kuwait border area 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — The The document refrains from 
Security Council on Friday giving a precise number of troops 
approved sending a battalion of but diplomats said that the Un- 
750 soldiers and support staff to ited Nations would not dispatch 
patrol the potentially explosive three infantry battalions as re- 
frontier between Iraq and commended by Secretary- 
Kuwait. General Boutros Ghali 

A resolution, adopted by a Instead, the plan is to send one 
unanimous 15-0 vote, leaves open battalion of about 750 armed 
the possibility of more troops in*soldiers plus support units to re- 
tire future. The measure was au- place the 500 lightly or unarmed 
tborised under Chapter VII of the military observers authorised 
U.N. Charter, which allows for nearly two years ago. Currently 
the use of force in case of viola- about 353 observers are actually 
tions. deployed. 

Somali youths riot against 
Marines 7 set up barricades 


MOGADISHU (AP) — About 
200 Somali youths hurled rocks at 
U.S. forces Friday and set tyre 
barricades ablaze in the belief 
that American troops had shot a 
Somali man to death, military 
•spokesman said. 

The protest came one day after 
Marines shot dead a 13-year-old 
boy, and underlined the growing 
tensions between Somalis and 
U.S. forces that came here Dec. 9 
on a humanitarian mission. 

Friday's incident occurred at 
the main gate of Mogadishu’s 
port. U.S. Marines called in rein- 
forcements. including two amphi- 
bious assault vehicles, and fired 
shots in the air. No Somalis were 
hurt, but two Marines suffered 
minor injuries from flying rocks, 
said Marine Colonel Fred Peck, a 
U.S. military spokesman. 

Col. Peck said as for as he 
knew. Friday's demonstration 


near the port was not connected 
with Thursday's shooting of the 
13-year-old boy. The boy was 
shot by a Marine who was afraid, 
the teen-ager, who was running 
after a U.S. vehicle with a pack- 
age in his hand, was going to 
throw a bomb. Col. Peck said. 

According to Col. Peck's 
account, Friday’s incident began 
after a sentry saw a wounded 
Somali man lying face down ab-. 
out 45 metres from the main gate 
of the port. A group of Somali 
youngsters, apparently thinking 
the man was shot by American 
troops, threw stones to drive back 
military police who tried to help. 

The man, brought to the gate 
in a wheelbarrow by his father 
and brother, was dead on arrival, 
at a U.S. army hospital. 

The youths, meanwhile, had 
begun erecting tire barricades 
and throwing more rocks. 
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Christopher trip seen to stress 
U.S. commitment to peace 


Friends and family defend 
Arab- Americans held in Israel 


US I A Staff Correspondents 
WASHINGTON — President 
Bill Clinton is sending Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher to the Middle East to 
jump-start the peace process, 
the White House said Thurs- 
day. 

Stressing the historic oppor- 
tunity to bring serenity to an 
area tom by generations of 
bloodshed. Mr. Clinton 
offered his hand as a “full 
partner" to those who seek 
reconciliation, but he warned 
! that those who try to subvert 
the peace process through vio- 
lence “will find no tolerance" 
' for their strategy. 

In a written statement. Mr. 

' Clinton drew attention to the 
fact that the Middle East trip 
will be Mr. Christopher's first 
overseas mission, calling that 
an indication of the “high 
priority" the president places 
on peace efforts in the region. 
Mr. Clinton said the mission 
conforms with his pledge dur- 
ing the presidential campaign 
^“maintain continuity in the 
Arab-Israeli peace negotia- 
tions." 

State Department spokes- 
man Richard Boucher said Mr. 
Christopher will meet with all 
the “major parties to the peace 
process" while he is in the 
region. The secretary is sche- 
duled to leave Washington on 
Feb. 17 and will conclude his 
swing through the Middle East 
on Feb. 24. Mr. Boucher said. 

Mr. Clinton said Mr. Christ- 
opher's mission “presents an 
opportunity for the parties to 
focus their energies on the 
formidable challenge of 
achieving peace in a strife-tom 
region.” 

In a world beset by violence, 
the president said, “it is strik- 
ing that in the Middle East a 
process of direct negotiations 
has begun. Israel, all its Arab 
neighbours and the Palesti- 
nians have been engaged in a 
common endeavour'to achieve 
a just, lasting and comprehen- 
sive peace based on U.N. 
Security Council Resolutions 
242 and 338." 

Mr. Clinton recalled that 
Washington and Moscow, as 
co-sponsors of the 1991 Madrid 
Conference, “played a critical 
role" in "launching these nego- 
tiations," also emphasising his 
intention to see the United 






Warren Christopher 

States “continue that role.” 

“We cannot impose a solu- 
tion on the Middle East,” he 
said. “Only the leaders of the 
region can make peace.” 

Acknowledging that the 
opportunity for a solution “can 
slip away all too easily." Mr. 
Clinton asserted, “those who 
oppose the process, who seek 
to subvert it through violence 
and intimidation, will find no 
tolerance here for their 
methods." 

Mr. Clinton's statement 
made no reference to one early 
obstacle to resuming direct 
talks — Israel's deportation to 
Lebanon of some 400 Palesti- 
nians it considers terrorists. 

Israel has accepted a com- 
promise plan calling for im- 
mediate return of 100 of the 
deportees and return of all by 
the end of 1992, but the 
Palestinians have said they will 
not participate in peace talks 
until all of the deportees are 
re-admitted to the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip. 

White House Communica- 
tions Director George Stepha- 
nopoulos told questioners that 
Mr. Christopher's role will be 
to "do what he can to get the 
peace process re-invigorated, 
to get it started, get it mov- 
ing." Responding to the sug- 
gestion that U.S. support for 


the compromise, which calls 
for a phased return of the 
Palestinians, reflects a "tilt" 
towards Israel, Mr. Stephano- 
poulos acknowledged that 
Washington "has always had a 
special relationship with Israel, 
but we want to make sure.. .the 
peace process is working as 
well as it can.” 

Earlier, White House Press 
Secretary Dee Dee Myers told 
reporters that Mr. Clinton be- 
lieves Tel Aviv's “decision to 
return 100 of the deportees and 
to work toward repatriating all 
of them will allow the peace 
process to go forward.” 

The announcement of Mr. 
Christopher’s trip came just 
one day after the United States 
and Russia, co-sponsors of the 
peace process, decided to post- 
pone a series of five multilater- 
al working group meetings that 
orginally had been slated to 
begin early next week. Those 
meetings will be rescheduled, 
but Washington and Moscow 
have not yet derided on new 
dates for them, Boucher said. 

Mr. Christopher told repor- 
ters rescheduling the multi- 
lateral talks “seemed to be the 
wise and judicious course 
under the circumstances." The 
United States is “taking steps 
to make sure the peace process 
stays on track," Mr. Christ- 
opher said during a photo 
opportunity before a luncheon 
for German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel. 

Mr. Christopher said the 
process announced by Israel on 
Feb. 1 for dealing with the 
issue of Palestinian deportees 
is “going forward just about as 
predicted, and I think that we 
will see the resumption of the 
peace process at an early date. * 

*Tm not at all discouraged 
or disappointed by the reaction 
we've had," the secretary said. 
“I'm encouraged to think that 
we can get the peace process 
back on track at a veiy early 
time. And I want to emphasise 
that President Clinton and I 
are determined that this will 
happen,” Mr. Christopher de- 
clared. 

Mr. Boucher told reporters 
the secretary has been in touch 
with the parties to the peace 
process in recent days and they 
reiterated their "sustained 
commitment'' to the process. 

“And it's on the basis of 


that," he said, that Mr. Christ- 
opher will be going to the 
region to elicit views face-to- 
face with the parties and see 
“what we can do to help rein- 
vigorate the process." 

The spokesman reiterated 
the U.S. belief that extremists 
— “groups like Hamas or Hez- 
bollah or whoever else has 
tried to reject the peace pro- 
cess and tried to block it with 
violence” — should not be 
allowed to succeed. 

Many Palestinians associ- 
ated with Hamas were among 
those deported by Israel in 
December, and some Palesti- 
nians have rejected the com- 
promise plan calling for the 
immediate return of 100 depor- 
tees and a reduction in sent- 
ences of the others so that all 
will return to Israel or the 
occupied territories by the end 
of the year. Appeals and re- 
views could speed the return of 
some under the process, and 
Israel has pledged to allow 
international organisations to 
deliver humanitarian relief to 
the deportees who have been 
stranded in southern Lebanon. 

“We think it's a process that 
resolves the problem of the 
deportees,” Mr. Boucher told 
questioners. “That process, we 
think, b a good one and that's 
why we think there's no ne- 
cessity for further U.N. Secur- 
ity Council action.” 

The spokesman declined to 
characterise individual re- 
sponses that U.S. officials have 
received from Palestinians, 
Arab governments. Security 
Council members and other 
governments around the 
world. But he emphasised that 
"we’re finding in our ex- 
changes... broad acknowledge- 
ment of the importance of 
avoiding counter-productive 
confrontation at the United 
Nations and.. .(of) the need for 
the parties of advance their 
core national interests by mak- 
ing progress in the Middle East 
peace talks." 

Following his trip to the’ 
Middle East, Mr. Christopher 
is expected to travel to West- 
ern Europe, making more than 
one stop,- a senior U.S. official 
said later in the day. While in 
Western Europe, the secretary 
•is expected to meet with Rus- 
sian Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev. 


Iranians puzzled by Western ‘ misunderstanding 9 


By Yousef Azmeh 

Reuter 


TEHRAN — Many Iranians are 
puzzled and angry with the West. 
They say it is misreading even 
their country's attempts at recon- 
ciliation. 

"Whatever we say or do is 
interpreted in the worst possible 
light." said one highly-placed Ira- 
nian. 

Their latest grievance is West- 
ern te action to comments by 
President Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani. widely seen in Iran as 
conciliatory but interpreted 
abroad as uncompromising, espe- 
cially on British author Salman 
Rushdie. 

Mr. Rafsanjani told a news 
conference earlier this week that 
no one could repeal the fatwa in 
which the late Iranian spiritual 
leader Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini said Mr. Rushdie 
should die for blasphemy. 

"If a religious alem (scholar) 
announces a fatwa. it cannot be 
changed." he said, trying to ex- 
plain that in Islamic jurispru- 
dence a fatwa can be altered only 
by the person who pronounced it 
m the first place. 

• On Thursday the British gov- 


with Mr. Rushdie to express sup- 
port for the author. 

“In the face of recent state- 
ments by senior figures in Iran, 
we thought it right to demons- 
trate publicly our support for Mr. 
Rushdie's fundamental rights," a 
Foreign Office spokesman said in 
London. 

Ordinary Iranians, senior offi- 
cials and Western diplomats jn 
Tehran were puzzled by the Brit- 
ish reaction and said Mr. Rafsan- 
jani was in fact making a discreet 
attempt to distance the govern- 
ment from the Ayatollah's fatwa. 

Western diplomats in Tehran 
said they had repeatedly ex- 
plained to their governments that 
since Ayatollah Khomeini died in 
1989 there was no hope of alter- 
ing his pronouncement. 

“Another Iranian or other 
Muslim religious authority could 
issue an opposing opinion but this 
would only by binding on his own 
followers." one diplomat said. 

The diplomats and officials said 
Mr. Rafsanjani even risked 
angering radical Khomeini fol- 
lowers by appearing to distance 
the government from the fatwa. 
which Iranian leaders had reg- 
ularly endorsed ever since it was 
issued in February 1989. 

“It is such a hot potato. No one 



Akbar Hashemi Ra£saqjani 

anything that Khomeini stood 
for." the diplomat said. 

Mr. Rafsanjani also distanced 
the government from a seminar 
on the Rushdie affair due to be 
held this month by a religious 
foundation in Tehran. 

Diplomats and officials said 
Mr. Rafsanjani took a soft 
approach at the two- and- a -half- 
hour news conference Sunday at 
the start of celebrations marking 
the 14ih anniversary of Ayatollah 
Khomeini's revolution on Feb. 
11. 1979. 

Although he did not offer any 
concessions, he steered dear of 


pie, virtually ruled out dialogue 
with Washington — the “great 
Satan” as Ayatollah Khomeini 
used to call the United States. 

Mr. Rafsanjani said it was up 
to Washington to make the first 
move to normalise American- 
Iranian relations. 

He said a goodwill signal from 
Washington might be unfreezing 
Iranian assets held in the United 
States since the revolution and 
estimated to be worth up to $13 
billion. 

The president , a pragmatist 
who has worked hard to lead 
Tehran out of isolation, said an 
improvement in U.S.-Iranian re- 
lations did not appear possible for 
now because Washington re- 
mained hostile. 

Radicals who daim to be the 
true heirs of ihe father of the 
Iranian revolution were not hap- 
py. “It is the green light to 
America," said a disgruntled 
radical. 

Iranian offidals and Western 
diplomats were surprised when 
U.S. and other Western media 
interpreted this line as a hardline 
rejection of dialogue with 
Washington. 

“This is quite a specific feeler. 
His comments were not hardline. 
They were not anti-Western." 


CHICAGO (AP) — Defenders 
of two Palestinian Americans 
jailed in Israel for suspidon of 
helping "terrorists'' say the two 
are apolitical, hard-working fami- 
ly men whose detentions should 
provoke U.S. outrage. 

Mohammad Jarad, 36, a Chica- 
go grocer, and Mohammad 
Salah. 39, a suburban used car 
salesman, are longtime U.S. 
dtizens who spent their 11th day 
jailed Friday with no access to 
lawyers ot family and no charges 
filed against them. 

Israeli offidals say they have 
evidence Mr. Jarad and Mr.. 
Salah were helping the Islamic 
group Hamas rebuild and finance 
operations against Israelis after 
Hamas leaders were expelled to 
Lebanon. 

Families of both are adamant 
the accusations are false. 

“My husband is not involved in 
anything that gets into the politic- 
al — either overseas or in Amer- 
ca," Mrs. Jarad said. She spoke 
Thursday from Washington, 
where she met with State Depart- 
ment offidals, lawmakers and the 
American-Arab Anti- 
Discrimination committee. 

“My husband is a model 
citizen... he's a family man, a 
hard-working man...he's not the 
kind of man they are making him 
to be.” 

Abdullah Salah, a computer 
worker and a nephew of Moham- 
mad Salah, said he was dis- 
appointed the United States had 
not done more to help its dtizens. 

“If this were a different coun- 
try, I would hear a lot more 
outrage. Most of the outrage you 
hear is from the Palestinian com- 
munity.” 

Mr. Jared's wife, Antal, said 
because the detainees are. 
Palestinian-born, Americans 


r 


have attached less importance to 
the case. 

Senator Paul Simon of Illinois 
has been working to ensure the 
Illinois men get a fair hearing. 
But under Israeli military law, 
they may be denied consultation 
with attorneys and family until 
they are released. 

The State Department has kept 
the family briefed, and a consular 
officer has visited the men. 

A third U.S. citizen, who Uves 
in the West Bank, was arrested 
several days before the Oricago- 
area men on similar accusations. 
He still is being held. 

“We are extremely con- 
cerned,*’ said Mohammad 
Kaiseruddin, an engineering con- 
sultant in Chicago and past presi- 
dent of the mosque where Mr. 
Jarad prays. 

He and others took their con- 
cerns to Israel's consulate in Chi- 
cago on Tuesday. 

Mr. Jarad has six children, ages 
one through 14. -His family says 
he went to the West Bank, where 
his mother and grandmother live,* 
in mid-January to settle the 
affairs of his father, who died 11 
months ago. 

Mr. Salah, who also was visit- 
ing relatives, has lived in the 
United States for 23 years, Mr. 
Jarad for 20. 

Rafeeq Jaber, spokesman for 
the Muslim Foundation of Chica- 
go, the Bridgeview Mosque 
where Mr. Salah prays, said the 
two are “honest people, hard- 
working, decent." Bridgeview is 
about to 20 kilometres southwest 
of downtown Chicago. 

Mr. Salah is a father of three 
children, ages one through six. 
He was a grocer in Chicago for 15 
years before selling his store last 
year and taking up used car sales, 
his nephew' said. 



MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 

600 dead in Algerian clashes in one year 

ALGIERS (AP) — Six hundred people have been kiUed to 
violence in Algeria since a state of emergency 
Feb 9 the head of a state-run human rights organisation said 
Thursday. Kamel Rezzag-Bara, president of the National Otserva- 
torv for Human Rights, said the 250 members of the country s 
security forces, targeted by Islamic extremists, were among too* 
killed. He did not break down the remaining deaths. But-tte 
official APS news agency, citing official rources ttat 1 32 
civilians, not including aimed groups, were among the d . i 
would leave 218 dead among armed extremists carrying out attacks 
on police and soldiers to avenge the aborted election victory of the 
Islamic Salvation Front. The Muslim fundamentally party was 
poised to win parliamentary elections in January 1992- but toe 
array stepped in to cancel the voting and install a five-man High 
State Council in power which banned - the party. 

Drought hits Moroccan agriculture 

RABAT (AP) — A prolonged drought has left Morocco’s, 
reservoirs less than 30 per cent foil. Public Works Minister . 
Mohammad Kabbaj said Thursday. The country's 70 dams were 
only 28.4 per cent foil, compared with 43.4 per cent a year a^i, Mr. 
Kabbaj said. The drought has affected the country for the Last IS 
months. . Mr. Kabbaj said the government would take a senes of 
urgent measures against the water shortage, including importing , 
grain to feed livestock and watering farmland that is not currently ; 
under irrigation. Only farmland not being irrigated is suffering ■ 
from the lack of rain, he said. Some 850,000 hectares of crops are . 
being irrigated as usual and not affected by the drought, Mr. 
Kabbaj said. Hydroelectric powei- and livestock raising are also 
suffering from the long dry stretch, he said. Moroccan farmersbave 
been extended tax and other financial breaks until the year 2020 to 
cope with the drought and help achieve Morocco’s goal o. food 
self-sufficiency. 

Relatives of British prisoners to visit Iraq » 

LONDON (AP) — Relatives' of two Britons held prisoner in Iraq 
will leave for Baghdad this weekend in hopes of visiting them, the 
families said. Michael Wamwright, 42. and Paul Ride. 33. have 
been imprisoned separately in the Iraqi capital for several months. 

The family members have been granted- visas, but it was -not 
immediately dear whether Iraqi authorities would allow the visits, 
to go ahead. Mr. Wainwright’s mother. Iris, and his sister. Heather 
Home, will travel with Nfr. Ride's wife, Julie, and then young son, 
William, on a British Red Cross flight to Jordan Sunday, family 
members said. They will drive from there to the Iraqi capital. “If . 
we get to meet (Iraqi President) Saddam Hussein we will just make 
a plea for our Michael,” Mrs. Home said. “It will just be great to - 
meet up with him again after 18 months. 1 want to ask him some . 
questions — we don't' know much about how he came to be ; 
arrested.” She added, “we are taking all sorts of food out with us • 

— nothing fresh, all thing? that will keep. We have been given 
books, clothing and toiletries which we will be passing on to 
Michael.” Mr. Wainwright, of Sowerby Bridge in West Yorkshire, 
northeast England, is serving a 10-year term. He was arrested in j 
May after crossing from Turkey into northern Iraq while on a 
cycling trip to Australia. Mr. Ride, a chef from London who had 
been working in Kuwait, was sentenced to seven years after his 
arrest at the border in August. London has pressured Baghdad to 
release the men, arguing that their imprisonment is unjust. 

Senirte authorises U.S. role in Somalia 

WASHINGTON (R) — The U.S. Senate voted Thursday to 
formally authorise the dispatch of more than 20,000 U.S. troops to 
Somalia two months after their landing there to help get food to, 
starving Somalians. The authority and implied approval were given 
in a joint resolution sponsored by -two party leaders. Democrat 
George Mitchell and Republican Bob Dole, and 31- other senators 
and approved by voice vote without debate. It said the president 
should seek to ensure that other United Nations forces remained in 
Somalia so American troops could band over to a U.N.-led force as 
soon as possible. Former President George Bush sent the U.S. 
troops to Somalia on Dec. 8 while Congress was adjourned. The 
Senate, said President Bill Clinton should make every effort to 
ensure that American troops serving as pari of a U.N.-led force in 
Somalia were permitted to take all reasonable measures to protect, 
themselves. It called for an administration review of U.S. goals in 
Somalia and policies on commitment of troops into combat 
situations and as part of an international peacekeeping force. 


New Algerian foreign minister is a friend of U.S. 


ernment held its first meeting — in Iran can be seen to oppose — past rhetoric that had, for exam- — said a senior Western diplomat. 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria has 
appointed Redha Malek. an old 
friend of U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher, as its new 
foreign minister. 

Their friendship was forged 
during the crisis of American 
hostages held in Tehran, and one 
Western diplomat said the change 
could suggest a tilt of emphasis in 
foreign policy. 

Mr. Malek, former ambassador 
to Paris and Washington and 
since last July a member of Alger- 
ia’s collective presidency, re- 
placed veteran diplomat Lakhdar 
Ibrahimi, a widely respected fi- 
gure m the Arab World. 

Three other ministers were 
dropped in the shuffle, ordered 
by Head of State Ali Kafi, and 
announced by the presidency. 

Mr. Ibrahimi, once ambassa- 
dor to London, has been better 
known since 1984 as deputy chair- 
man of 'the Arab League. 

When named foreign minister 
in 1991, a Tunisian diplomat said: 
“He would be a unanimous 
choice in the Arab World." 


Mr. Ibrahimi was also well- 
known for his shuttle diplomacy 
in Arab capitals as he negotiated 
the Taif agreement to bring an 
end to Lebanon’s civil war. 

But a tour of Gulf states last 
year, widely seen as an effort to 
get help for Algeria's crumbling 
economy, appeared to bring little 
cash. 

Mr. Malek. 53. was sent to 
Washington as ambassador in 
September 1979, on the eve of 
the Iranian hostage crisis. 

Working with Mr. Christopher, 
then under-secretary of state in 
President Jimmy Carter’s admi- 
nistration, he helped negotiate 
the release of the trapped Amer- 
ican diplomats. 

“Malek is a good friend of 
Christopher and this could help 
ties between Washington and 
Algiers." a Western diplomat 
told Reuters just after President 
Bill Clinton named his new team. 

The new foreign minister is a 
veteran negotiator. 

In 1961, aged only 22, he was 
spokesman for Algeria's National 
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Liberation Front (FLN) at the 
Evian talks which in 1962 ended 
an eight-year war with colonial 
ruler, France. 

Born in ' the eastern 'town of 
Batna, he studied in Paris and 
later became an ambassador to 
the former .Yugoslavia, and in- 
formation minister in the 1970s. 

The new minister joined Alger- 
ia’s five-man presidency last July 
when Mr. Kafi became its leader 
in place of assassinated Moham- 
mad Boudiaf. 

With Mr. Malek as minister the 
leadership, . whose credentials 
have been questioned by some 
Western politicians since it can- 
celled a general election, will 
have direct control on future 
foreign policy. 

Mr. Malek is the second mem- 
ber of the presidency now in the 
government. Defence Minister 
K haled Nezzar, also bom in’ Bat- 
na, is one of the original five who 
took over when President Chadli 
Benjedid quit in January 1992. 

Diplomats said Mr. Benjedeid 
was forced out because he was 
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prepared to accept Muslim- fun- 
damentalists taking power in par-, 
liament in Algeria’s first multi- 
party general election. The army- 
backed leadership scrapped the 
poll. 

In toe other changes, Bel- 
kacem Belarbi was named minis- 
ter of industry and mines, replac- 
ing Abdenour Keramane. He was 
wounded during the Boudiaf 
assassination and is believed to 
have needed further treatment 
since. 

Tahar Hamdi, the new works 
and social affairs minister, steps 
up from being a junior minister in 
charge of commerce, to replace 
Maamar Benguerba. 

The presidency named Mns- 
tapha Magraour to take over Mr. 
Hamdi's old job. Mohammad 
-Arezki Isfi, a former secretary of 
state for construction materials in 
the 1980s, was named transport 
minister, replacing Mokhtar 
Meharzi whose tenure was mar- 
red by a strike at the financially 
troubled state airline. Air Alger- 
te. “ 


* Beirut (ME) 

S2 Sunm(IY) 

So? Duh*(EM) 

Damascus. Paris (AF) 


MARKET prices 

■ .VpP cr/tow ™ price in Qs per kg. 

SEl; 700/500 

Banana 700/700 

Banana (Mufcatnmar) 640 / 640 . 

SjJL: 650 / 450 



iw S 

150 / 80. 

incumbers (mall) 300 / 250 
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oSllfSni 180 
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34 projects 
get HCST 
support 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Higher 
Council for science and Technol- 
ogy (HCST) Thursday decided to 
supfxnt-34 projects in’ research 
aid development studies. At a 
meeting chaired by HCST Chair , 
man His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassau, the council de- 
cided on the 34 projects as fol* 
lows: niire' agricultural, nine in- 
dustrial, six energy, five health 
sciences and medical technology, 
and five environment sector pro- 
jects; Also, during 1993, the 
HCST wiO support 12 institutions 
including the University of Jor- 
dan, Yannouk and Mutah univer- 
sities and the University of Scien- 
ce and Technology, as well as the 
Royd Scientific Society (RSS), 
(he National Centre of Agricultu- 
ral Research and Transfer of 
Technology (NCARTT), the 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 

Agricultural Marketing Corpora- vices, the Vocational Training 
tion (AMO), the Antiquities De- Corporation and the University 
partment, the Royal Medical Ser- of Jordan Hospital. 


Buyers seek British pound, 
but sellers holding tight 


v 't By a Jordan Times 
- .1 Staff Repeater 

- AMMAN — The sterling pound 

g. seems to have gone underpound 
7 in Jordan following the steady 
decline of the British currency m 
past four months. 

. ■ “There is high demand for 

' sterling pounds in cash, but no- 
0ne is selling,” said a foreign 
. exchange dealer. “Those who 

-JJ. have pounds seem to prefer to 
‘ bold on to the currency with 
; >,*; hopes of cutting their losses white 
'7 ; speculators think this is the right 
•J ■, time to buy.” 

.. . The sterling pound, once the 
-V; strongest in Europe, took the 
7.7 j. latest plunge when the British 
7 . government balked at joining the 
European Exchange Rate 
“ Mechanism (ERM) four months 
• ‘ ago. 

; Commercial banks were selling 
T52;4 limited amounts of pounds Thurs- 
day at the official rates set by the 
Central Bank of Jordan (OBJ). 

. -. Some of them reported their 
stocks had completely nm out by 
closing time Thursday. - r 
. c ■. Banks and moneychangers s^d 
.7 although die pound does not fi- 
gure anywhere near the Amer- 
ican dollar as far as turnovers in 
dealings in Jordan, there was 
always a minimum amount freely 
.7 available in the market. This 


seems to have vanished from the 
market, they said. 

Moneychangers also reported a 
run on the pound but said they 
expected the situation to dear 
next week. 

“Our main customers (for 
pounds) are travellers to London, 
and there was a good number of 
them in the last month,” said one 
dealer. “We have been unable to 
replenish our reserves of pounds 
even to the minimum level.” 

“We had trouble raising even 

2,000 pounds to meet the require- 
ment of a much-valued dient on 
Thursday,” said another exchan- 
ger. 

“We are now asking our clients 
to give us at least three or four 
days notice on their needs for 
pounds.” 

“People are no longer selling 
pounds since they bought them at 
higher prices,” he added. 
“Perhaps the situation may 
change next week if there was to 
be a further slump (in the value of 
the pounds) m the international 
market.” 

The exchanger's hopes were 
shared by the chief dealer at one 
of Amman’s leading commercial 
banks. 

“If the pound goes down again 
when markets reopen Monday, 
you can expect to see a good 
quantity of pounds flushed out of 



J 




Tubeishat visits geographic centre 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Municipal and R-*ral Affairs and 
the Environment Abdul Razzaq Tubeishat \isited Thursday the 
Royal Jordanian Geographic Centre (RJGC). Dr. Tubeishat met 
with RJGC Director Uqla Ai Duheimat and was briefed on the 
centre’s duties. The minister toured the centre ’p various sections 
and departments and was acquainted with its work. 

Youth councils to meet in Beirut 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan wiD participate in the meetings of the 
Arab Ministers of Youth Council (AMYC) due to start Sunday in 
Beirut. Youth Minister Saleh Irsheidat who will head Jordan’s 
delegation to the meetings said the council will discuss means of 
enhancing cooperation among Arab states in sports and youth- 
related fields. The council. Dr. Irsheidat said, will also work on 
preparing a joint Arab strategy in these fields. He told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that the agenda of the meetings includes 
discussing a report by the council's technical committee, Arab- 
African sports cooperation and issues related to organising 
several seminars and Arab sports championships. Jordan’s de- 
legation to the meetings will include Assistant Secretary General 
of the Ministry of Youth Munther AI Huneidi and Director of the 
youth minister's office Abdul Rahman AI Armouti. 

Housing ministers to discuss population 

AMMAN (Petra) — Arab ministers of housing will meet in 
Amman in April to discuss major population issues, programmes, 
and policies including population and the environment, popula- 
tion and development, family planning, and women in develop- 
ment. The conference is organised by the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission of Western Asia (ESCWA), in 
cooperation with the League of Arab States (LAS) and the 
United Nations Population Fund (UNPF). The conference will 
prepare for tire U.N. Conference on Population and Develop- 
ment. due to be held in Cairo in 1994. Taking part in the Amman 
conference win be tire LAS member states, and the U.N. member 
' states who have diplomatic representation in Amman, as well as 
the U.N. agencies concerned. 

Private, public sectors to exchange views 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan Businessmen Association (JBA) 
will hold a seminar on Feb. 15 at the Plaza Hotel. Addressing tire 
seminar will be the Minister of Planning, Ziad Fariz: Mr. Fariz 
win talk aboat the economic trends in Jordan during the next five 
years. The seminar is part of a series aimed at encouraging and 
promoting economic dialogue between the private and public 
sectors and exchanging views between decision makers and 
implementing bodies. 

Finance industry workers plan meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — The General Secretariat of the Arab 
Federation of Workers in Banks, Insurance and Financial 
institutions held a meeting Thursday m Amman, under the 
chairmanship of federation Secretary General Saleh Qaliyyeh. 
Participants m the meeting reviewed resolutions issued by the 
federation’s central council in Tunisia last July and the federa- 
tion's working plans. They also discussed preparations for 
> convening the 18th session of the central council of the Interna- 
tional Banking Workers Federation in Damascus later this year. 

- Ghor’s needy receive assistance 

NORTH SHUNEH, Jordan Valley (Petra) — The North Shuneb 
v Social Development Department has started distributing in-kind 
assistance to needy families m the North Shuneh district. A total 
of I,£16 families will benefit from this charity campaign. 


the mattresses in Amman,” he 
said. 

The CBJ-set official price for 
the currency on Thursday was 
JD .9968 (buying) and 1.0018 
(selling) — tire lowest in over six 
years — compared with JD1.18 
and JD 1.19 in September/ 
October 1992. 

“Speculators who have been 
bolding on to the pounds in the 
past months were hoping that 
there would be an upturn sooner 
or later,” said the bank dealer. 

“From the look 1 of things last 
week and this week, it seems that 
they are still hopeful." he added. 
“The moment of decision could 
come if the pound suffers again.” 

But, be added, if indeed the 
currency was to inch up in 
Europe next week then ’‘not all 
the hoarded pounds would come 
out in the local market. 

“There would still be many 
who would hope that the rise 
would continue and they could 
cut their losses further.” 

Reports from London said the 
pound bad crept up a little in the 
international market Friday in 
the wake of stabilisation mea- 
sures adopted by the French 
monetary authorities. 

But the rise was not enough to 
signal any definite trend yet. 
dealers in Amman said. 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 

The following listings are com- 
piled from monthly bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press. 
Readers are advised to verify 
the listed time and place with 
the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Exhibition entitled “Mod- 
ernist Still Life Photo- 
graphed” at the American 
Centre. 

* Exhibition of wa te rcolo ur 
p ai nt in g s by Syrian artist 
Nazir Nab’a at Baiadna Art 
Gallery. 

* Exhibition of paintings by 
the late Syrian a rtist Alfred 
Hatmal at A! Baiqa Art Gal- 
lery in Fubess city. 

k Exhibition of paintings by 
four Arab artists from the 
United States — Ghada 
Jamal, Helen Khal, Saha 
Noursi and Afaf Znraik — 
at the Abdul Hanreed Sbo- 
man Foundation Gallery in 
Jabai Amman, between the 
First and Second Circles — 
opening ceremony at 6 p.m. 


What international news agencies say about Jordan’s centrists 


Theirs is an ‘ uphill’ battle 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Jordan's centrist 
political parties, despite links 
to the power elite, face an 
uphill battle against well- 
organised Islamist groups on 
the road to November multi- 
party elections. 

“It is true we (centrists) are 
parties that are only, months 
old compared to those who 
have been working for years,” 
said Zaid Haznzeh, bead of the 
Nationalist Justice and Prog- 
ress Party. 

“But it is our duty to go at 
full speed towards elections 
and we are not worried by the 
number (of seats) we get.” 

Centrist and nationalist 
groups from seven of 11 parties 
which have been legalised 
since October when Jordan 
lifted a ban imposed on all 
groups in 1957 after leftists, 
influenced by Egyptian-style 
socialism, tried to topple the 
regime. 

The ban excluded the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood movement 
which was allowed to operate 
freely as a charity to counter 
leftists. 

The Brotherhood, with ac- 
cess to a huge network of 
mosques to sprerad its ideas, 
became the largest single block 
in parliament in the 1989 elec- 
tions in which all candidates 
stood as individuals. It was the 
first ballot of any kind in 22 
years. 

Their attempts to move Jor- 
dan to a stricter Islamic state 
including calls for a ban on 
alcohol, have alarmed liberals 
in Jordan which has managed 



Taber AI Masri 

to balance the needs of a di- 
verse population of pro- 
Westerners, tribal conserva- 
tives and Islamists. 

Most centrist party leaders 
are former government offi- 
cials using their powers of pat- 
ronage arid blood ties to lure a 
silent majority of non- 
politicised Jordanians satisfied 
with King Hussein’s 40-year 
rule through Middle East un- 
rest. 

Their programmes are 
almost identical — protecting 
Jordan’s democratic reforms 
and public freedoms, impro- 
ving social services and keep- 
ing a stable Jordan under a 
monarchy. Most also support 
Arab-Israeii peace talks, long 
opposed by the Islamists. 

If properly managed, most 
officials believe they could 
mobilise mainstream Jorda- 
nians to help curb the rising 
influence of Islamic activism. 


Marwan Du din 

growing on worsening stan- 
dards of life and banking on 
popular despair over the still 
futile peace talks. 

But they say their ability to 
move quickly is being hindered 
by lack of expertise, money 
and practical programmes. 

Most have not yet managed 
to break away from being more 
than eiitest political salons cen- 
tred around a personality cult, 
further helping them to stay 
weak and scattered. 

Despite this, their leaders 
are confident they are making 
inroads, as they try to feel their 
way in a modern but conserva- 
tive society where many people 
still vote along tribal lines. 

“I am very optimistic our 
party will have some deputies 
in the next parliament,” said 
Mijhem Al-Khreisba, bead of 
the Jordan National Alliance 
Party, a mainstream centrist 

group. 


7alH Hmiw^ 

Notables from main tribes in 
rural southern and central Jor- 
dan founded the party which 
has attracted hundreds of 
Christians, Muslims and mem- 
bers of minority groups tike the 
Chechens and Circassians, ori- 
ginally from the former Soviet 
Union. 

“We started off in remote 
areas of the Kingdom where 
we feel we were needed, and 
slowly we will move towards 
the main cities,” said 48-year- 
oid Khreisha, a former gov- 
ernor of Baiqa who comes 
from Jordan’s leading Bani 
•Sakhr tribe which has over 

70,000 members. 

Under the new law, any 
prospective party is banned 
from having foreign organisa- 
tional and financial links. It 
should accept the king and the 
constitution, and recognise 


Islam as the state religion. 

Three other older groups, 
pro-Iraqi Baathists, Commun- 
ists and a former PLO faction, 
also authorised after managing 
to maintain power bases de- 
spite the ban, will hardly have 
a chance to boost their growth 
and play an effective role in the 
ballot. 

They have been stripped of 
support by the fall of Soviet 
power and disillusioned by the 
repression of Baathist govern- 
ments in Syria and Iraq. 

Many newer groups are 
trying to form coalitions to 
broaden their support. 

“All of them are aware it is 
their paramount duty to take 
part in Jordan’s political life 
and to get citizens to come to 
vote,” said Marwan Du dun, 
one of many leading Jordanian 
politicians trying to encourage 
formation of a broad-based 
centrist alliance. 

“There is nothing that is 
anti-Islamic in the approach of 
these moderate political 
groups. It is only the need to 
think liberally and to put Jor- 
dan’s interest before anything 
else." 

The group, after painstaking 
mediation, managed to cut to 
five from 18 the number of 
small mainstream parties. 

Former Prime Minister Tah- 
er AI Masri, a Jordanian of 
Palestinian origin who wields 
considerable power among 
many of bis compatriots who 
make up at least half of Jor- 
dan’s population, is also work- 
ing on forming a broad liberal 
alliance. He is banking on re- 
spected leftists and newer 
liberal groups. 



Jordanian and Yemen repre se ntatives of ministries of boosing and 
urban development Thursday d* 3 *™ 00 -* Jordan’s preparedness to 
Yemen with bousing plans 


Jordanian expertise 
to meet Yemen’s 
needs in housing 


AMMAN (Petra) — Housing and 
Urban Development Corporation 
(HUDC) Director General 
Yousef Hiyasat Thursday said 
Jordan will meet Yemen's needs 
for technicians and engineers, to 
help implement the country’s 
bousing and development plans. 

At a meeting with a visiting 
Yemeni delegation from the 
Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Development. Dr. Hiyasat said 
the corporation is in continuous 
contact with its Yemeni counter- 
parts to exchange experiences 
and provide assistance. 

He raid the HUDC is prepared 
to brief Yemeni bousing and 
urban development officials on 
the Jordanian experience in the 
field. 

Dr. Hiyasat reviewed the cor- 
poration’s achievements since its 
establishment in 1966. saying that 
it had completed 100 projects at a 
total cost of JD 250 million. 

He said under these projects 

3,000 housing units were buih to 


benefit some 200,000 citizens. 

Dr. Hiyasat said integrated 
housing complexes are being 
constructed to replace squatter, 
low-income bousing units. 

He said the objectives of the 
national housing strategy include 
the provision of proper, suffi- 
cient, and affordable housing un- 
its and the development of a 
programme to meet the needs of 
low-income citizens. Another 
objective is to use local materials 
and technologies in construction, 
to reduce costs. Dr. Hiyasat 
added. 

He briefed the Yemeni delega- 
tion on the method of selecting 
new housing sites, including 
analytical studies of project sites 
to determine physical features, 
infrastructure services, the land 
use, availability of the local 
labour force, income level of 
potential residents, population 
density and the overall housing 
situation. 


Evictees reject Israeli list of 101 


daily Maarive indicated 54 per cent 

against, 37 per cent in favour and the 
rest undecided. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa said Friday that Cairo and 
Washington were working hard to 
reach an agreement with Israel to 
return all the expellees “within 
weeks" and to reactivate the stalled 
talks. 

Mr. Musa said Israel's offer to 
return 100 evictees and cut exile 
terms of the rest was “a step in the 
right direction which has to be fol- 
lowed immediately by other steps to 
solve the problem by ensuring the full 
return of all deportees.” 

“The position of Egypt is that the 
deportation is an illegal act. The 
return of 100 is not a solution and 
cant be considered as a full imple- 
mentation by Israel of Resolution 
799,” Mr. Musa toki Reuters. 

“We are working diligently to have 
this step followed by other steps.” he 
said. 

“Negotiations, talks and contacts 
continue between us and' them (Israel 
and the United States) to have this 
problem resolved in a very quick 
time,” be added. 

Asked what was the time period set 
for a “quick return” of the expellees, 
he said: “We’re talking about matters 


(Cootamed from page 1) 

of weeks.” 

Mr. Musa said the return of all 396 
was “rhe solution” and there could be 
no compromise on that, but be said 
there were differences of opinion on 
the process for their return. 

Mr. Musa said if the crisis was not 
resolved, it would “certainly have an 
adverse and negative impact onjhe 
dimate and prospects of peace.” 

Mr. Musa said he talked with Mr. 
Christopher by telephone Thursday. 

“The role of the Uniied States is 
needed and the efforts of Mr. Christ- 
opher arc also needed to defuse the 
tension ” Mr. Musa said. 

Lebanon’s government-run Nation- 
al News Agency said Mr. Christopher 
conferred by telephone with Prime 
Minister Hariri on Thursday. 

“Premier Hariri stressed that Leba- 
non’s policy regarding the deportees 
won't c hange and it insists on imple- 
mentation of Security Council Re- 
solution 799," the agency said. 

As for the peace talks. “Lebanon 
will participate only if aO the Arab 
parties participate.” 

The Syrian Arab News Agency 
(SANA) said Mr. Christopher called 
Foreign Minister Farouk AI Sbaraa to 
advise him that he wished to visit 
Syria during the Feb. 17-24 rrip to the 
region. 


Mr. Sharaa, the agency said, ex- 
pressed to the U.S. secretary of state 

“his deep concern over Israel's refus- 
al to implement Resolution 799 that 
called for the repatriation of the 
expellees. 

“The Security Council resolutions 
are not subject to any compromise," 
Mr. Sharaa said, according to the 
agency. 

In Amman. Information Minister 
Mahmoud AI Sharif, when asked 
what he thought of the trip, replied; 
“ We h ave to wait and see what 
proposals Mr. Christopher is carrying 
with him." 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat was 
sharply critical of the American gov- 
ernment's attitude to the Palestinian 
expellees in an interview with an 
Italian magazine. 

“Believe me. I was surprised when 
I heard that the ( U.S. ) administration 
refused to take any action against 
Israel to implement Resolution 799.” 
Mr. Arafat told Mon do Economico 
magazine in the interview released in 
Rome Friday. 

“Wc must ask if there b one 
standard or double standards for Un- 
ited Nations resolutions. The United 
States pushed all the countries of the 
world to recognise Israel, bur not 
Palestine,” Mr. Arafat added. 


Tax office 
collects 
JD 36 m 
last month 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Income 
Tax Department collected JD 
36,276,285 in January 1993. 
according to Director General 
Mansour Haddadin. 

Mr. Haddadin said this figure 
represents an increase of JD 
4.089,261 or 15.6 per cent over 
January 1992 figures. 

He praised the citizens who 
presented their income state- 
ments to the department and 
called on those who have not to 
do so soon in order to benefit 
from the discount incentives 
offered by the department. The 
department offers a six per cent 
discount to those who pay their 
taxes in January, and a four per 
cent discount to those settling in 
February. 

Mr. Haddadin said citizens 
who can not present their state- 
ments to the department during 
February, because of their finan- 
cial situations, may make a par- 
tial payment, in order to benefit 
from the discount, provided that 
the balance owed is paid no later 
than the end of April. 

Arab women 
from U.S. 
display their 
artwork 

AMMAN (J-T.) — An exhibition 
of paintings by four Arab women 
artists from the United States 
opens Saturday Feb. 6 at 6 p.m. 
at the Abdul Hameed S ho man 
Foundation Gallery. 

The exhibition includes oils on 
paper by California-based Ghada 
Jamal, who presents three series, 
inspired by the Gulf war. Helen 
Khal, who has been exhibiting 
since 1960, presents delicate oils 
and attempts, as she puts it, “to 
make colour an oasis for the 
emotions.” 

Afaf Zurayk’s collection of 
mixed media paintings on paper 
could easily be labelled “Dream 
Doors,” the title of one of her 
poems, which concludes: “Paint- 
ings became passages. And I be- 
came a dream.” 

Suha Nowrsi’s nostalgic oils 
depict Jordanian landscapes 
painted in her stodioin Maryland. 
“My work” she explains, “aspires 
to arrive at an emotive impress- 
ion ... a free line and vibrant 
colours.” 

The gallery’s new, temporary 
location is opposite the Iraqi 
embassy, between the First ana 
Second Circles in Jabai Amman. 
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Labour group says 
Arabs failed to use 
resources properly 


AMMAN (Petra) — Following 
the second meeting Thursday be- 
tween the Ministry of Labour and 
die Arab Labour Organisation 
(ALO), ALO Director General 
Bakr Mahmoud Rasoul said the 
Arabs have foiled to improve 
their economic performance be- 
cause of their failure to distribute 
roles and share wealth. 

“Had Arabs properly used 
their resources they would have 
been able to achieve food and 
economic security, and could 
have achieved qualitative prog- 
ress.” Mr. Rasoul said. 

He said it is necessary to trans- 
late the resolutions adopted at 
the various Arab meetings, sym- 
posia and conference into action, 
rather than shelving them. 

Mr. Rasoul is currently on a 
visit to Jordan to prepare for the 
20th session of the Arab Labour 
Conference, scheduled for April 
in Amman. 

He said the conference agenda 
includes issues such as working 
women and their role in develop- 
ment, the role of women in Islam 
and their status in Arab Legisla- 
tion, the Arab strategy for re- 
cruitment and integration of the 
Arab labour force. 

In addition, the integration of 
the disabled and their employ- 
ment in jobs suitable to their 
capabilities, the working environ- 


ment, occupational health and 
safety, and freedom of labour in 
the Arab V'-trld, are also part of 
the conference agenda. 

Mr. Rasoul said the conference 
is important because it is being 
convened at a time when the 
world is dominated by economic 
factors. 

He said countries, including 
Arab nations are focusing on 
pushing the wheel of economic 
progress forward. 

TTie Arab World has abundant 
economic resources, but they are 
not utilised properly, Mr. Rasoul 
said. 

He said that out of 1,500 mil- 
lion hectares of arable land, only 
50 million hectares are being ex- 
ploited. 

There are 250 million Arab 
people capable of contributing 
towards the advancement of their 
countries, Mr. Rasoul added. 

Ministry of Labour Secretary 
General Saleh Tarawneh and Mr. 
Rasoul Thursday signed minutes 
of the meeting between the 
Ministry and the ALO. 

Mr. Tarawneh thanked the 
ALO for its ongoing efforts to 
develop joint Arab action, parti- 
cularly in the labour sector. 

He said he hoped that the 
organisation’s efforts will yield, 
positive and effective results 


Center for Adult and Continuing Education 
of the 

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY IN CAIRO 

and 

WASHINGTON HEALTHCARE INTERNATIONAL 
CORPORATION 

are offering 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 


Hospital Management 
Hospital Financial Management 
Hospital Materials Management 
Hospital Personnel Management 
Medical Records Administration 
Healthcare Information Systems 
Health Education 

Management of Primary Healthcare Services 


Language of Instruction: English 

Prerequisites High school certificate or relevant work 

experience. 

Examination Centers: Abu -Dhabi. Amman, Beirut Cairo. Dubai 

Jeddah, Riyadh. Limassol, (Arrangements 
for further centers are under way). 

Certification: On successful completion of the course 

and final examination, a certificate will be 

awarded by the American University in 
Cairo. 

Cost US S 300 per course. 

For more information, please contact 

Program Director/ Allied Healthcare Program 
Distance Education Office 

American University in Cairo/Washington Healthcare fait. Coip. 
Dept 217. P.O.Box 6807, Limassol, Cyprus 
Tel : +357-5-34 76 39 
Fax : +357-5-37 07 34 
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Sell out is untenable 


U.S. PRESIDENT Bill Clinton is right to resist 
monnting pressure for a sell out on his principles and 
ideals by accepting the Vance-Owens peace plan for 
former Yugoslavia. This blueprint for “peace in 
former Yugoslavia” is faulty not only because the plan 
rewards the aggression and atrocities of Serbia but 
also because it cements the division of the country on 
religious and ethnic grounds. In this time and age, 
subdividing states on the baas of race, odour, ethnic 
origin, religion or political ideology, is a flagrant 
violation of afl contemporary norms on human rights. 
Both Vance and middleman Owens are dearly driven 
and motivated by the realities of the situation in 
former Yugoslavia despite the fact that such realities 
run counter to every basic norm under the internation- 
al human rights instruments. The sense of pragmatism 
that appears to be dominating the thinkin g and 
standards of Vance and Owens in their joint approach 
to the conflict may be justified in the short term but 
cannot be acceptable in the long run because it 
contains the seeds for immine nt disputes and even 
bloody conflicts in the future. 

Clinton’s open defiance of even the U.N. and its 
Secretary General Bntros Ghali on this score is a 
demonstration of a vibrant stream of idealism and 
respect for human rights, both of which had been 
prominent features of his political platform as a 
candidate for president. This belief is reinforced by the 
fact that be and his team of advisors cannot see their 
government and country associated with a formula for 
resolving the conflicts in Bosnia and Croatia that does 
not confirm with some fundamental principles en- 
shrined in the U.S. constitution. The new president 
appears to seek a departure from the course of 
expediency that often characterised the foreign policies 
of former U.S. presidents and in so doing he may wish 
to leave a new legacy for his leadership. 

All democratically-oriented countries are duty- 
bound to extend open support for correct policies 
coming out of Washington on Bosnia and Croatia and 
to avoid isolating the U.S. on its rejection of the U.N. 
peace plan for the Balkan state. 

The Middle East has had bitter experiences with 
dividing states on grounds that served colonialism and 
for rewarding aggression and self-aggrandisement in 
some other cases. 

Bosnia and Croatia were recognised by the U.N. as 
independent countries in 1992 as multi-faith state . To 
entertain now other forms and basis for recognising 
these states, would be tantamount to repeating danger- 
ous policies from the past and not learning from recent 
history. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AL RA’I Arabic daily criticised the U.S. Secretaiy of State for his 
claim that Israel's bid to return only 100 of the 400 Palestinians 
deported to southern Lebanon was in compliance with Resolution 
799. By supporting the Israeli stand, the United States is trying to 
circumvent the resolution and aims at helping Israel escape any 
sanctions that would be imposed on it by the council should it 
refuse to repatriate the Palestinians, the paper added. It is useful 
to remember that no Security Council resolution is subject to 
compromise, and either the resolutions are implemented in full or 
they are not. the paper added. It is regrettable to see France and 
Britain trying to submit another resolution, replacing 799, calling 
for the repatriation of the Palestinians but without imposing 
punishment on Israel, said the paper. It said that should the 
council adopt such a move, it would be a retreat from its own 
resolutions, while the process of repatriation could take months 
or years. The paper pointed out that such developments could 
lead the major powers to tamper with resolutions 242 and 338 as 
well and the idea of swapping land for peace. Similarity, the whole 
Middle East peace process could be subjected to such tampering, 
with the result that the region will remain in turmoil and state of 
violence. The paper said it goes without saying that the need now 
is to resist any lany.-ri.nj: with Resolution 799, which must be 
implemented pro:ir :l\ and in :a!l. lest the whole peace process 
should be aborted. 

A COLUMNIST in AL RAT daily offers a number of proposals to 
the Iraqi leadership so as to enable the Iraqi people to dispose of 
the sanctions and end Iraq's isolation from the Arab World. 
Fahed A1 Fanek said that under the current difficult circumst- 
ances facing Iraq and its people, it would be useful for the Iraqis 
to become more realistic, objective and rational in dealing with 
the given facts, without ever abandoning their ideology. He 
proposed that Iraq introduce political pluralism and draw up plans 
for presidential and parliamentary elections to help achieve that 
goal to b«,»rt shortly after the end of the sanctions. Iraq ought to 
make it officially clear to the Gulf states that it has no intention of 
ever occupying Kuwait, something which would defuse tension 
in the Gulf and remove one of the reasons behind the massing of 
Western forces against Iraq, said the writer. He also said Baghdad 
would do well to reiterate its intention of respecting the U.N. 
resolutions and the rules of the Arab League so as not to give any 
justification for any one or any nation to be hostile to Iraq. Should 
Iraq clearly declare its intention to open a new chapter in its 
relations with the West, bv "roving that in word and deed, said 
‘l«- * ii ■ the ;• vl for ?<n end to world enmity to 

the Iraqi people. 



By Mariam M. Shah in 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


BAGHDAD — Walking down 
the large avenues of the once 
beautiful city of Baghdad one is 
overwhelmed by rows and rows 
of bare and colourless cement 
high rises, three-metre-tall por- 
traits of Saddam Hussein and the 
drab grey sky. 

Cars honk their horns, im- 
poverished people scurry past 
each other and the soldiers sit on 
rooftops with their anti-aircraft 
guns tilted towards the sky. 

The old French balconies on 
the two-storey buildings, the ele- 
gant Egyptian style shutters and 
the baroque decor on the build- 
ings have given way to huge 
concrete skyscrapers of grey, pale 
yellow and peach colours. 

A good 80 per cent of the Iraqi 
women visible on the streets, 
whether wearing western or tradi- 
tional dress, are still attired in 
black. According to official Iraqi 
figures, 10 per cent of all married 
women are war widows. The 
Ministry of Trade recently for- 
warded an application to the 
U.N. sanctions committee to im- 
port 215 boxes of black textile. 
The U.N. deferred taking a deci- 
sion, asking for more clarification 
on the textiles' use. 

The black clothes, the colour- 
less skyscrapers and the multi- 
lane avenues are all part of mod- 
ern Iraq. The Iraq that Saddam 
Hussein, the man from the cen- 
tral Iraqi town of Takrit who 
claims he is a descendant of the 
Prophet Mohammad, has built. 

Recent warnings and air 
attacks by members of the U.S.- 
led coalition have reinforced the 
threat that their embargo will 
continue until Saddam Hussein is 
gone. But after more than a 
decade of almost continous war- 
fare, internal rebellions and 
internationally-imposed econo- 
mic sanctions, Saddam Hussein is 1 
still the unquestioned leader of 
Iraq. 

“There are obvious contradic- 
tions in the policies of the West 
towards Iraq and Saddam Hus- 
sein,'' says Jabra Ibrahim Jabra, 
one of Iraq's foremost intellec- 
tuals and poet laureate. 

• “They (the West) make us into 
a 1111111317 might by selling us 
every form of military hardware 


available and the ingredients to 
make other weapons and then 
they come to destroy them,” said 
Mr. Jabra speaking in his sub- 
urban home of the Mansour dis- 
trict m Baghdad. 

“Then the West encourages a 
rebellion in the south and the 
north and fails to fully back it up 
— it is a false policy — a policy of 
hypocrisy,” be says. He dismisses 
any pretention that the United 
States has humanitarian motives 


in its new world order policies as 
“ridiculous — it's the rule of the 


mongrels". 

But Mr. Jabra’s disdain of the 
West, which is shared by many- 
Iraqi intellectuals who believe the 
West is hypocritical and self- 
serving, is not really shared by 
the government itself. 

While bashing the new Amer- 
ican Secretary of Defence Les 
Aspin, for an “arrogant and bel- 
ligerent response” to the Iraqi 
initiative of offering a unilateral 
ceasefire, Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz dearly indi- 
cated Iraq's willingness to make 
peace with the U.S. 

“If the new administration 
shows any willingness to have a 
new relationship (with Iraq) 
...that would be very much wel- 
come,” he tokl CNN television 
last week. 

While Mr. Aziz is Saddam 
Hussein's personal mouthpiece to 
the West and thus can be seen as 
directly speaking on behalf of the 
Iraqi president, others in the Sad- 
dam Hussein cabinet are even 
more forthcoming than Mr. Aziz. 

“We have no problem with 
U.S. interests m this region,” said 
Taha Yassin Ramadan, one of 
the Baatfa Party senior leaders 
who also holds the post of vice 
president and sits on the Revolu- 
tionary Command Council, dur- 
ing a recent interview with the 
Jordanian daily newspaper Al 
Ra'i. 

“The strategic interests of the 
U.S. and our interests in the 
region are hardly different — we 
both want stability," he said. 
While failing to address Iraqi- 
Kuwaiti relations, Mr. Ramadan, 
was making overtures to the 
Sandi kingdom in no uncertain 
terms. “Wq want peaceful 


coexistence with our Arab 
brothers m Saudi Arabia, we are 
as much concerned about region- 
al security as anyone else," he 
added. 

But this about face, which the 
current Iraqi leadership is 
evidently planning to implement, 
will need some reaction from the 
other parties and thus far there 
has been little sign of reciproca- 
tion by the U.S. and other Gulf 
Arab countries. 

“We are waiting for a response 
from the U.S. leadership — in 
two or three months' time at the 
latest we hope that a new policy 
towards coexistence with Iraq will 
have been formed by the Clinton 
administration," said one of the 
leading lobbyists for lifting sanc- 
tions against Iraq, the minister of 
trade Mobammad Mehdi Saleh. 

Iraqi officials are well aware of 
the recent attention that growing 
industrial and military power in 
Iran have been receiving in west- 
ern think-tanks and the media. 
Hoping to capitalise on the 
West's traditional attempt to play 
the two Gulf giants off against 
one another, they hope the West 
will turn to Iraq once again to 
fend off the “Iranian threat”. 

“We know that the Russians 
were upset at the recent waves of 
attacks against us, mainly be- 
cause they believe that it would 
be strategically unwise to weaken 
us further while Iran's power 
grows," said political science Pro- 
fessor at the University of Bagh- 
dad Mahmoud Taha. 

“We believe both die Amer- 
icans and the Saudis are in- 
terested in keeping Iran in check’ 
and that has traditionally been 
done by strengthening us," Mr. 
Taha said. 

While the issue of democracy 
and a liberalisation of the Iraqi 
political system was a main topic 
of conversation through modi of 
the post-war period in which for- 
mer Prime Minister Saadoun 
Hamadi, a liberal Baathist, 
directed at least some of the 
political events in Iraq, such 
topics appear to have been put on 
the back burner for now. : • 

“We are not concerned with;: 
democracy right now,” said die 
laureate poet Jabra. “We need a 


ceasefire, then we need stability 
and then we can talk about poli- 
tical liberalisation,” said the wri- 
ter who, while not a member of 
the Baath Party, is in favour of 
the secular character of the 
Baathist regime. 

But most Iraqis do not believe 
that democratisation or multi- 
party role will be possible under 
Saddam Hussein’s rule. 

“This system is a one party 
system, and thus popular consen- 
sus does not come into the 
decision-making process,” said 
'an Iraqi scholar on condition of 
anonymity. 

“We will not have democracy 
under this regime. There is no 
hope of that; but we do hope that 
there will be a ceasefire between 
Iraq and the West and maybe a 
lifting of the non-military sane-' 
tions," the scholar said hopefully. 

Many Iraqis fear that a violent 
end to Saddam Hussein could 
mean internal upheavals which 
would divide the country. 

Worse still, many believe it 
coukl throw Iraq into a long 
period of civil strife pitting the 
more affluent and powerful Sunni 
Muslims and Christians against 
the impoverished Shiites in the 
south and the rebellious and 
independent-minded Kurds in the 
north. 

“We need a strong ruler to 


keep Iraq together and a mechan- 
ism which will evi 


eventually allow 
for a stable transition from a 
totalitarian system to a more 
pluralistic system,” an Iraqi 
observer said. 

Any attempt to overthrow Sad- 
dam Hussein from within is dis- 
missed as “an unrealistic option” 
by most Iraqis. 

As Kurdish leader Massoud 
Baizani recently said when 
asked about ending foe rale of 
the Iraqi president, “foe Kurds 
fought him 10 years in foe 1970s 
and eighties, foe Iranians fought 
him tight years, a 33-nation 
alliance sanctioned him and made 
war against him, the south and 
the north rose up against him and 
still he is there. Tell me: Just 
"what do youWant us to do? Let it 
• be for now and let ns accept that 
Saddam is for now the undisputed 
leader of the Iraqi people.” 


in peace process 


By Rosalind Mandate Morphy 


WASHINGTON — President 
Bill Clinton and Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher need 
to pursue a more direct and asser- 
tive role in the Middle East peace 
process in order to get the parties 
back to the negotiating table and 
on to a settlement, a panel of 
experts told the House of Repre- 
sentatives Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee February 2. 

The panelists discussed wbat 
direction U.S. foreign policy to- 
wards the Middle East should 
take under the Clinton adminis- 
tration. The hearing was the 
second in a series on key foreign 
policy issues facing the United 
States. The committee is chaired 
by Representative Lee Hamilton 
(Democrat, Indiana). 

The end of the cold war. the 
emergence of a coalition of Arab 
states who want to resolve the 
conflict with Israel, and the elec- 
tion of a Labour government in 
Israel have created an unpre- 
cedented opportunity for a settle- 
ment to the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
the panelists said. Many chal- 
lenges remain, however, which 
call for a more active and direct 
U.S. role in foe process, they 
said. 

While foe new administration 
has a “real opportunity for mov- 
ing the Arab-Israeli conflict to- 
wards a negotiated settlement,” 
the immediate challenge is get- 
ting the parties back to the nego- 
tiating table, said William 
Quandt, a senior fellow at the 
Brookings Institution who served 
on die National Security Council 
staff under President Carter. 

The present process “has not 
achieved substantive agreements, 
and it won’t,” Mr. Quandt said. 
The parties “want and need 
American leadership” as a 
mediator “to break the logjam, 
find areas of compromise and 
bridge the gaps,” he said. 

U.S. mediation would not take 
foe place of the negotiations be- 
tween the parties, but would offer 
a“suppiementary track,” he said. 

Kenneth Stein,' associate pro- 
fessor of Near Eastern history at 
Emory University, and Lisa 


Anderson, director of the Middle ■. * 

East Institute at Columbia Uni- 
versity, stressed that the United 
States has an obligation to en- 
courage human rights and demo- 
cratic values m the Middle East, p ; . 

The United States is “the key 
beacon for democracy and demo- 
cratic values," Mr. Stein said. 

The United States, therefore, 

“has a moral commitment" to- 
encourage these values in its fore- 
ign policy, he underscored. 

Commenting on the changes 
brought on by the end of the cold 
war, Ms. Anderson said human 
rights records must now play a 
larger role in determining 
“friends and foes” in the region. 

Both scholars noted a move- 
ment towards democratic values 
in the region — a trend the 
United States should encourage 
and support, they said. “There 
are experiments that have be- 
gun," Mr. Stein said. The United' 

States should support these • 
efforts of reform ana encourage 
its allies in Europe and Japan to 
do the same, he added, noting 
that this support should include 
economic assistance. 


Mr. Stein argued that there is a 
direct link between economic de- 
velopment in the region and the 
strength of Islamic fundamental- 
ist groups. “It is in our interest to 
provide economic assistance," he 
said, as this will “take away the 
steam of recruitment of Islamic 
fundamentalist groups." 

Ms. Anderson argued that 
elections are the only way to 
measure the claims of such 
opposition groups as the Islamic 
fundamentalists against their per- 
formance. Elections and in- 
creased press freedom would also 
open up an avenue for diverse 
voices to be heard in the Middle 
East, she said. “There is con- 
siderable liberal opinion in the 
Middle East, and it deserves a 
greater hearing,” she said. 

While there may be risks to 
encouraging democracy in the 
Middle East, the risks of not 
encouraging reform, may be even 
.-greater, Ms. Anderson said. “If 
„ don’t encourage reform now, 
we will experience revolution la- 
ter,’’ she warned. 
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THE WEEK IN PRINT 

Implementation of 799 could give inpetus to peace talks 



Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 


Jordanian daily newspapers 
in the past week gave prom- 
inence to the expellees' 
problem, Israeli and Amer- 
ican stands towards this 
issue, Iraq, and domestic 
affairs. 

It seems that Israel and 
the United States have 
reached a formula for get- 
ting rid of the deportees’ 
problem and avoiding the 
implementation of Security 
Council Resolution 799, 
said Al Ra’i daily. 

Judging from the reports 
coming from Washington, 
the new secretary of state, 
Warren Christopher, plans 
to make a visit to the Mid- 
dle East in the second half 
of this month in order to put 
the finishing touches to a 
new plot aimed at saving 
Israel from any sanctions 
for its defiance of the world 
community, said the dai- 

Jy- 

There is no doubt, said 
the paper, that Mr. Christ- 
opher's coming visit to the 
region, which is being made 
under the pretext of stimu- 
lating the peace process, 
will give Israel further en- 
couragement to pursue its 
atrocities. 

Sawt Al Shaab daily said 
that the Israeli-American 
deal is a vicious attempt to 

skirt arojnd Rasoluticr 
799. This deal is z .topi/;.- 

cy against peace, said the 
paper. 

The deal, which envis- 
ages the return of only 100 
of the deported Palesti- 
nians, was also attacked by 
Al Dustour daily. The pap- 
er said the deal, which 
Israel and the United States 
readied behind the back of 
the United Nations and its 
Security Council, forms a 
dangerous precedent re- 
garding U.N. resolutions 
dealing with the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. Such a 
cheap deal, it said, is also 
likely to damage the weak 
ground on which the Middle 
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temational legitimacy, the 
paper added. 

A columnist in Al Dus- 
tour said that the Palesti- 
nians can never accept the 
U.S. -Israeli compromise 
solution. Hamadeh Al 
Faraaneh said that the 
Palestinians can not agree 
with such a deal because it 
could open the way for the 
western powers to tamper 
with Resolution 242 in the 
same manner; the PLO can 
not compromise its position 
before the Palestinian mas- 
ses by accepting such a 
humiliating deal. 

Israel's disregard of 
Security Coundl Resolution 
799 opens the door for the 
Jewish state to show its total 
rejection of any other re- 
solution, including Resolu- 
tion 242, said Abdul Rahim 
Omar in Al Ra'i daily. 

The writer said that the 
United States is bound to 
provide continued cover for 
Israel’s atrocities, through 
its veto at the Security 
Council, at a time when the 
Arab countries, which are 
deeply split at the moment, 
are doing nothing to influ- 
ence the Security Council to 
take a drastic action in this 
regard. 

Washington is facing a 
dilemma and should speed 
up c ' * _ s :o end the prob- 
ier.-. .. :‘..t j'.pe j-ed Palesti- 
nians as soon as possible, 
said Fakhri Saleh, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour. 

While the U.S. adminis- 
tration seems to be con- 
vinced of Israel's agreement 
that it can only return 100 
Palestinians, it is afraid that 
the Security Coundl will be 
in an embarrassing situation 
should Washington veto 
any draft resolution impos- 
ing sanctions on Israel, said 
the writer. Therefore, the 
U.S. administration, he 
said, is working behind the 
scenes trying to find a com- 
promise solution to the 
whole issue and avoid fac- 


wi, a columnist in Al Ra'i, 
the United States has no 
alternative but to bear its 
responsibility and force the 
Rabin government to take 
back the deported Palesti- 
nians, unless it can afford a 
confrontation at the Secur- 
ity Coundl. The writer said 
that the United States can 
not hope to resume the 
peace process unless it finds 
a way to settle this thorny 
issue, especially as 
Washington is facing a solid 
Arab stand, demanding that 
Resolution 799 be im- 
plemented in full. 

Sultan Al Hartab, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i, blamed 
the Arab governments for 
failing to stand together in 
their demand that the Coun- 
cil implement its Resolution 
799. The writer said that the 
Arab governments suffice 
themselves with issuing 
statements of condemna- 
tion or expressing anger at 
the Israeli practices and the 
U.S. backing of Israel’s ill- 
treatment of the Arab 
dtizens. 

He said the Arab masses 
are charged with deep anger 
awaiting their regimes to do 
something against Israel's 
defiance and its continued 
aggression because the 
Arab regimes continue to 
an dec- j-c ««<?<•$ and 
. ilZ- anyi . io serve 
their masses and safeguard 
Arab national rights and 
interests, said the paper. 

The Arab Nation should 
not expect the Europeans 
or other nations to come to 
their aid, it added. 

Taher Al Udwan, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, said 
that as long as the depor- 
tees' problem remains out- 
standing, the return of Arab 
parties to the negotiating 
table is infeasible; should ft 
happen nevertheless, it 
would reflect the Arab 
countries' total capitula- 
tion. 

The writer said that the 

» - .i- . pro- 


state visits the region this 
month trying to stimulate 
the so-called peace process. 

He said that the Arab and 
the Palestinian leaders 
should remember that as 
they squabble with the Un- 
ited Nations and the United 
States over the fate of the 
expellees, the 400 deported 
men continue to face 
hardships. 

Saleh Al Qallab, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, 
turned his attention to Iraq, 
noting that its relations with 
the new U.S. administra- 
tion could be improving 
soon. 

As indications of his pre- 
diction, the writer cited a 
recent statement by Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
as renouncing Baghdad’s 
claims over Kuwait, a re- 
cent demand by the Gulf 
states that the United Na- 
tions adopt a single crite- 
rion with regard to Iraq and 
Israel, and recent calls in 
the United States deman- 
ding that the administration 
deal objectively with the 
Iraqi regime. 

The writer said that as Iraq 
has implemented all the U.N. 
resolutions, it is a matter of 
time before we see a return to 
normal relations between Iraq, 
the United States and its west- 
ern allies. 

A columnist in Sawt Al 
Shaab daily that the Clinton 
administration started its man- 
date by pursuing the same poli- 
cies adopted by Mr. Bush 
against the Iraqi people. He 
said that unless Mr. Clinton 
retreats from his position, Iraq, 
supported by the free world, 
should sue the United States 
before the International Court 
of Justice for its raids on Bagh- 
dad which killed innocent 
women and children. 

Hie writer said that should 
Iraq remain subject to aggres- 
sion, the Iraqi people, backed 
by the Arab masses, should 
revert to acts of violence any- 
where around the world to . 
take revenge for themselves 
and seek justice. 

Salameh Ekour, a columnist 
Ai titles. j-IjujjJ toe 
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aggression on Iraq or support- 
ing it The writer said that the 
Iraqis have for the past three 
years suffered from aggression 
and continued sanctions which 
deprived the sick and the weak 
of drugs and food. 

The writer said that 
thousands of children and sick 
people face death every day as 
a result of the continued sanc- 
tions while the Arab regimes 
remain passive, forgetting that 
Iraq had lost many men in their 
fight against the Israeli enemy 
In the 1967 and 1973 wars. 

SaJah Abdul Samad, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i daily, discus- 
sed the employment of fore- 
igners in Jordan, noting that 
the national airline. Royal 
Jordanian, has recently con- 
cluded contracts with 120 Irish 
hostesses, paying each $1,000 a 
month. 

The writer said that while RJ 
continues to pay even its senior 
staff and stewardesses monthly 
wages not exceeding $300, it 
would be unwise and unfair to 
take this step, which,- he said; 
violates the regulations of the 
Ministry of Labour. 

A columnist in Al Dustour 
tackled the question of 
favouritism and nepot i s m in toe 
taapfoymeni of rivfi servants, a 
question which is being de- 
bated by Parliament. Taher Al 
Udwan said that most Lower 
House of Parliament members 
had, at one time or another, 
mediated and used their good 
offices to ensure the appoint- 
ment of their relatives and 


The government is following 
all foe rules given by the IMF 
and seems to be directing the 
economy along the same path 
followed by Egypt and Tunisia- 
where the IMF plans resulted 
in total collapse and created an 
opportune climate for extrem- 
ism and violence on the part of 
the needy and the deprived. 

Riraawi said that the unem- 
ployment and the poverty, 
which have been plaguing our 
society could lead to the vio- 
lence that has been plaguing 
Algeria, Yemen, Tunisia and 
Egypt, because one would ex- 
pect the hungry and the poor 
to resort to receiving bribes, 
committing robberies and 
foefts, following violent ways 
and conducting illegal prac- 
tices, like smuggling, to make a 
living. 

The writer said that foe poor 
and the needy are bound to 
revert to violence and unlawful 
acts as they continue to suffer 
from poverty and watch a 
minority enjoying the wealth/; 

He added that it was due to | 
the social imbalances and the : 
poverty that had faced the ! 
Soviet Union for so long that 
this power has collapsed and 
not because of confrontation 
with another superpower. 

A columnist in Al Dnsfcmr 
attacked the Eslamfc regimes 
for their failure to live op to foe 
aspirations of their masses, 
noting that these regimes are j 
separated from their masses by j 
huge gaps. I 





offices. 

The deputies have been 
elected to do good service to 
all citizens and not just those 
relatives and friends, said foe 
writer. 

Indeed, it is the needy peo- 
ple who are in need of media- 
tion nowadays to get employ- 
ment and not foe friends of the 
deputies, he said. He added 
that foe government and Par- 
liament ought to enact a strict 
law banning all forms of 
mediation on the part of any 
official or Parliament member. 

Fahd Rimawi, a columnist in 
Akhbar Al Usbou, voiced his 
critidsin of the g overn m ent’s 
strict adherence to the mstrnc- 
tious of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) in 


the 


course of implementing its eco- 


nomic restructuring rr;crn,:::- 
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tries are working against foe 
tnterests of their own masses. 
In addition, while the regimes 
continue to become rich,, the 
majority of their nations live in 
poverty, the writer added. ' 
Up to 80 per cent of those 
hv*ng in the Islamic world are 
oowntrodden people with no 
interest in defending their own 
Homeland as they do not enjoy 
rights in their own coun- 
tries, he said. 

The writer said that the Isia- 
nuc regimes of the world con-' 
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Christopher consults Mideast leaders 
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(Continued from page 1) 

vironment will not be held this 
month. 

“The postponement of the 
multilaterals seems to be a wise 
and judicious course under the 
draunstaiKes," Mr. Christopher 
said. “But 1 think the process put 
- forward on Monday to deaf with 
the issue of the deportees is going 
forward just about as predicted. 

“I think that we will see a 
resumption of the peace process 
at an early date and I am not at all 
discouraged or disappointed by 
the reaction we’ve had,” he said. 
‘Tm encouraged to think the 
peace process is back to track at a 
very early time. I want to empha- 
sise that President Clinton and I 
are determined that this will hap- 
pen.” _ 

On . Wednesday, the adminis- 
tration claimed growing support 
. for diverting an Arab drive to 
punish Israel for exiling the 
Palestinians. 

Again calling its compromise 
. agreement with Israel a “break- 
through,’* State Department 
spokesman Boucher said it was 
time to focus on the Arab- Israeli 
peace talks. 

But no invitations were issued 
: to resume the Washington nego- 
tiations and there was no indica- 
tion the FLO would give up until 
Israel either repatriates all the 
exiles or the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil considers sanctions against the 
• Jewish state. 

Palestinian peace negotiators 
. are expected to meet Mr. Christ- 
opher in Arab East Jerusalem 
during his visit to the Middle East 
later this month, a senior PLO 
official said in Tunis. 

PLO Executive Committee 
member Yasser Abed Rabbo told 
Reuters Washington had con- 
tacted Mr. Husseini, the coordi- 
nator of the Palestinian team, 

' about Mr. Christopher’s visit and 
plans for a meeting in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

He said Palestinian spokes- 
woman Hanan Ashrawi would 
- visit Washington for preparatory 
discussions with U.S. officials be- 
fore Mr. Christopher's trip to 
Israel and several Arab countries. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo said the 
Palestinians hoped the evictee 
crisis would be resolved before 
the visit, scheduled from Feb. 17. 


“We hope the deportations 
issue would be solved even before 
Christopher’s visit so discussions 
can concentrate then on issues 
related to the peace process/* be 
said. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo, head erf the 
PLO’s Information Department, 
reiterated the Palestinian position 
that “implementation of the U.N. 
resolution calling for the return of 
the Palestinian deportees is the 
one thing which will assure the 
restart of the peace process.” 

The PLO meanwhile distanced 
itself from statements attributed 
to an aide to Chairman Yasser 
Arafat that the peace talks could 
resume without the return home 
of the Palestinian evictees in 
South Lebanon. 

“Bassam Abu Sharifs state- 
ments do not represent at all the 
-Palestinian attitude, nor does he 
express the policy of the PLO and 
its leadership,” aalPLO spokes- 
man said. 1 

“The PLO reaffirms ... the 
necessity of the immediate return 
of all the deportees and the full 
implementation of Resolution 
799,” he said in comments quoted 
by the official Palestinian news 
agency WAFA. 

Swiss Radio quoted Mr. Abu 
Sharif as saying the peace talks 
could resume next month even if 
the problem of the expellees was 
not fully resolved. 

Responding to the report, the 
PLO spokesman said: “Resuming 
the participation in the peace 
process in its two bilateral and 
multilateral tracks is linked to the 
implementation of the Security 
Cotmil resolution and the return 
home of all the deportees.” 

Contacted later by Reuters, 
Mr. Abu Sharif said he had ex- 
pressed a personal viewpoint 
rather than a PLO decision in his 
comments to Swiss Radio. 

“It is true that I told the Swiss 
Radio I think the negotiations 
will restart after the month of 
Ramadan, even if Resolution 799 
is not folly enforced. 

“But I added that I am opti- 
mism that Warren Christopher, 
during his coming visit to the 
Middle East, will make sure that 
(Resolution) 799 is folly im- 
plemented. 

“This will pave the way for the 
restart of the peace negotia- 
tions,” Mr. Abu Sharif said. 


Arafat leaves after Amm an talks 


(Continued from page I) 

confirm or deny that a mini-summit 
- or larger Arab summit was in die 
making. Moves towards an Arab re- 
conciliation are “wbar is called for — 
something we have been striving to- 
wards ana are continuing to strive 
for," he said. 

Some political observers say that a 
full-scale reconciliation between the 
so-called pro- and anti-Iraq camp is 
far off. 

“The Gulf states, in particular 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, are not 
ready for reconciliation with Jor- 
dan. Yemen, Sudan and the PLO 
much less with Iraq under Saddam 
Hussein.’ said one seasoned Arab 
diplomat. 

However, an Egyptian and 
American-backed initiative to recon- 
cile the pro- and anti-Iraq blocs in the 
Arab World is believed to be gather- 
ing momentum. “The possibility of a 
ministerial meeting, maybe in Egypt, 
is not inconceivable,'' said one Jorda- 
nian diplomat. 

The Iraqi leadership has sent sig- 
nals of a desire for relations with the 
U.S. since the Clinton administration 
was sworn in. 

Several members of the Iraqi lead- 


ership, including Vice-President Taha 
Yassin Ramadan and Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz, have said that 
they believed the West and other 
Arab countries should be interested 
in rebuilding their relationship with 
Iraq in an effort to fend off the 
strategic threat paced by Iran. 

"1 had positive and constructive 
talks with President Saddam Hus- 
sein." Mr. Arafat told reporters. “We 
disQiased how we can reunite Arab 
ranks and how to approach the new 
world order and how not to nuke 
future Arab generations the victims 
of this new order." 

While in Baghdad. Mr. Arafat said 
President Saddam urged him to con- 
tinue with the peace efforts. It came 1 ' 
in direct contradiction of the policy 
traditionally 'followed by the Iraqi 
leadership. Historically opposed to 
any reconciliation between the Zion- 
ist state and the Arab Worfd, the 
Iraqi government’s advice to Mr. 
Arafat B a significant step, political 
observers said. 

The Iraqi Baathist lobby within the 
PLO, known as the Arab Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine, has coo : 
sistendy voted against Pa le s tini a n 
participation in the peace talks with 
Israel. . . . 


4 Abu Shakoush’ hits claim third fatality 


(Continued from page 1) 

register were left untouched. 

Reports from independent 
sources that a hammer was left 
behind at the scene of Thursday's 
crime could not be confirmed. 
"The shop, Salam Electrical Ap- 
pliances, used to sell hammers,” 
noted one source, “so why should 
a hammer look out of place in the 
stop?" 

Thursday’s attack came more 
than two weeks after police de- 
tained a man in the Wihdat area 
of Amman as a prime “Abu 
Shakoush' suspect. 

Police have maintained almost 
total silence on the arrest of the 
suspect, identified as Khalil 
Mohammad Al Bawadi, 35. 

■ 

According to a police report, 
the man was detained after be 
behaved in a suspicious manner: 
Upon seeing a police patrol 
approaching, the suspect threw a 
hammer he was carrying at 
another man who was with him. 
The second man, identified as 
Zad Mohammad Rashid, 33, a 
.* resident of Russeifa, fled the 
- • scene. 

The detained suspect, a resi- 
dent of the Dabaybeh area of 
Wihdat, was in a drunken state 
V but otherwise m foil control of his 
senses and mental abilities, the 
police report said. 

No further information was 
available, and sources said inves- 
tigations were continuing. It was 
not known whether there was any 
evidence to suggest the suspect 
was indeed “Abu Shakoush” or 
whether the second man who fled 
.. was caught. 

Police sources have said that 

1 . .. u-i :ci:z have 

buted to “Abu Shakoush” — a 

y 


theory further strengthened by 
Thursday’s attack. 

“We don’t think it was one 
person who was behind the (six 
known) attacks,” said one of the 
sources earlier. “It is highly prob- 
able that different people carried 
out the crimes ana deliberately 
left a trail suggesting It was one 
individual.” 

The death of Shahatit raises to 
three the number of known 
deaths in attacks attributed to 
“Abu Shakoush.” The earlier vic- 
tims were a pharmacist m the 
same Firas Circle neighbourhood 
of Jabal Hussein as Thursday’s 
attack and the other a shopkeep- 
er in the Wihdat area. 

The series of attacks on a spare 
parts shop, a supermarket, a 
pharmacy, a liquor store, a build- 
ing materials stop and a paint- 
shop started Sept. 14. 

Two victims escaped with in- 
juries while two others suffered 
serious skull wounds and remain 
in hospital. Descriptions of their 
assailan ts provided tty the victims 
appeared to point to the same 
man. 

Police have established several 
common features in the attacks. 
These include; All the incidents 
took place in the early oronring 
hours; all victims were relatively 
old men; the weapon used was 
most probably a medium-sized 
hammer; the victims were robbed 
of cash carried on their persons 
while cash registers were left un- 
touched. 

Building on the descriptions 
provided by victims, police are 
looking for an Egyptian national 
or someone speaking with an 
’ Egyptian accent, wearing a big 
moustache, dark-skinned, 
msdiurr.-built, with curly hair and 
wearing a headdress which could 
be iisea to hide his facial features. 


In the Caucasus Mountains, a 
war that could tear Russia apart 


By Alan Coopennan 

The Associated Press 

KARTSA, Russia — The Ingush 
Muslims are savages, says Marat 
Kbaiti. If we do not cleanse our 
land of them, our grandchildren 
will spit in our faces. 

The man spewing this hatred is 
a 30-year-old warehouse clerk in 
north Ossetia, a mostly Christian 
region in Russia’s jagged, snow- 
laden Caucasus Mountains. 

For six days in November, be 
battled his Muslim neighbours 
with hunting rifles and gasoline 
bombs as they tried to bum each 
other out of their homes. But he 
also admits his family secretly 
sheltered an Ingush woman and 
child, probably saving their lives. 

It is 'a contradiction- that re- 
flects the political, ethical and 
emotional confusion in the Cau- 
casus, where a dozen ethnic 
groups have lived side by side — 
and occasionally fought each 
other — for centuries. 

The fighting has occurred 
mainly in times of upheaval, 
when Moscow's grip has 
loosened. In 1918, after the Bol- 
shevik revolution. In 1942. when 
the Nazis were advancing. 

And now, with the fall of com- 
munism. 

More than 330 people died 
whe». the Ingush and Ossetians 
fought in November, the first 
ethnic violence inside Russia 
since the Soviet Union's collapse. 

Tens of thousands of refugees 
fled villages like Kartsa, now a 
silent duster of brick cottages 
with blade scorch marks curling 
above the windows. 

To halt the fighting. President 
Boris Yeltsin declared a state of 
emergency Nov. 2 and sent in 
5,000 paratroopers. 

A curfew, censorship and mar- 
tial law remain in effect in this 
part of the northern Caucasus, 
2,400 kilometres south of Mos- 
cow. 

Only the rumbling of Russian 
armor through mountain hamlets 
kept a bitter truce as peace talks 
finally opened Jan. 23 in Kislo- 
vodsk, a resort famed for its 
healing mineral springs. No sub- 
stantial progress was made, but 
botii sides agreed to meet again in 
February. 

Mr. Yeltsin win need all the 
magic of the local waters, and 
then some, to end the ancient 
feud between the 100,000 Ingush 
and 400,000 Ossetians. Historians 
say they have been fighting for 
territory since the 13th century, 
when Mongol invaders drove the 
Ossetians’ ancestors into the 
Ingush-held mountains. 

The price of peace today may 
be billions of roubles of replace- 
ment housing, an investment the 
government can hardly afford. 
But the cost of failure in the talks 
could be for higher. 


Rom the Black Sea to Siberia, 
Russia is a checkerboard of 21 
republics and 11 “autonomous” 
regions dominated by various 
minority groups. As inflation and 
crime worsen, they are battling 
over a shrinking economic pie. 
’ Ossetians and Ingush could lead 
the way to civil war or breakup. 

“It's time to declare loudly: 
_The fate of all Russia is being 
decided” in the Caucasus, said 
Gen. Alexander Kotenkov, bead 
of the region’s temporary military 
government 

The mountain range stretches 
800 kilometres between the Black 
and Caspian seas, forming Rus- 
sia’s southern border with Geor- 
gia and Azerbaijan. 

Those two former Soviet re- 
publics also face conflicts in the 
mountains: Azerbaijan is fighting 
Armenia for control of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, while Georgia com- 
bats separatists in Abkhazia and 
South Ossetia. The South Osse- 
tians want to unite with their 
brethren in Russia. 

The internecine battles confuse 
not only outsiders, but sometimes 
also the combatants. 

Mr. Khaiti could not explain 
why he harbored Ingush neigh- 
bours in his home during the 
November bloodletting, and he 
did not want his fellow militants 
to know. 

“It was only a woman and a 
little girl,” he said apologetically. 

Yet he was adamant that the 
two ethnic groups can no longer 
live together — all Ingush should 
leave North Ossetia, or be 
pushed out. 

“We hate them and they hate 
us,” he said. 

The latest violence erupted 
Oct. 31 after a week of mounting 
Ingush street protests that began 
when a 12-year-old Ingush giri 
was accidentally run over by an 
Ossetian armoured personnel 
carrier. 

But the modem conflict goes 
back nearly 50 years, to Soviet 


dictator Josef Stalin's decision to 
deport the entire Ingush nation 
for collaborating with the Nazis 
during World War H. 

In February 1944, an estimated 
60,000 Ingush were packed into 
railroad cattle cars and sent to 
desolate Kazakhstan. As many as 
one-third died during the four- 
day journey or soon after arriving 
in winter, without food or shelter, 
in a hostile land. 

Meanwhile, Ossetians moved 
into their former homes. 

In 1957, the Ingush were legal- 
ly “rehabilitated” and began re- 
turning to the Caucasus. They 
claim the 3 ,625- square -kilo metre 
Prigorodny District, including 
part of the North Ossetian capit- 
al, .Vladikavkaz, as their land. 
But more than 50,000 Ossetians 
now live there, and they have no 
intention of giving it up. 

“You cannot undo the injustice 
of 1944 with another injustice 
today,” said Akhasarbek Gala- 
zov, chairman of the North Osse- 
tian parliament. “If we begin 
revising borders, where will it 
ever end?” 

During the Oct. 31-Nov. 5 
fighting, both sides used a simple, 
devastating tactic to assert their 
claim to the land. 

When they seized a village, 
they identified bouses owned by 
the enemy, turned on gas stoves, 
and waited a few minutes. Then 
they tossed in hand grenades or 
bottles of gasoline stuffed with 
burning rags. 

The result: rows of houses with 
the roofs blown off. Inside, no- 
thing is left but charred timbers 
and smithereens of crockery. 

Outside, pretty picket fences and 
decorative window sills are dis- 
concertingly intact. 

In some villages that changed 
hands more than once, the only 
undamaged homes belong to 


neutrals. Mikhail Katsuba, 68, 
saved his house in Kartsa by 
chalking “Russian" on it in big 
letters. 

The more numerous Ossetians 
generally got the upper hand in 
the fighting. Some Ingush claim 
Russian troops helped the Osse- 
tians because they are fellow 
Orthodox Christians. Russian 
officers deny it. 

Since the mice, hundreds of 
hostages have been exchanged, 
but many families are still sear- 
ching for relatives. Rumours of 


atrocities are common, but could 
not be continued. 

An estimated 5.000 Ossetians 
fled the fighting for other parts of 
the republic, and many are now 
homeless. The Ingush situation is 
even worse: authorities say 
62.000 refugees registered in Naz- 
ran, the capita! of Ingushetia 25 
kilometres north of Vladikav- 
kaz. 

Zhabi, a bearded Ingush tight- 
er, was burned out of his home 
and now lives with 16 relatives in 
a one-room apartment in Nazran 


that reeks of urine, dirty laundry 
and fried potatoes. 

The first time he shot an Osse- 
tian in the face, Zhabi said, he 
was sick to his stomach for two 
hours. But after that, "killing got 
much easier and 1 did a lot of it.” 

He declined to give his foil 
name for fear of arrest. He said 
he expected to fight again, but he 
offered a visitor a bullet from his 
pistol as a souvenir. 

"1 had eight left, now I’ve got 
only seven." he said. “You havj 
saved the life of one Ossetian." 


# DAJAN1 JEWELLERS 

World Resources. 

Gems dealers. 

Jewellers. 

Jewellery designers. 

Amman Rio De Janeiro 

Since 1986. Since 1975. 

Amra Hotel Shops, av. NS. Copacabana, 195 
6th Circle. Copacabana, 

Rio De Janeiro. 

The Touch Of Class In The World Of Gems. 


PRIZES FOR YOUNG JORDANIAN SCIENTISTS 

TRYING IS WINNING ’ 

Working towards enhancing scientific manpower in 
Jordan. Prizes for young Scientists are now 

granted for Jordanians by the Third World Academy of 
Sciences (TWAS) in collaboration with the Royal Scien- 
tific Society. 

Prizes are awarded every year rotating among four 
fields of pure science: Biology, Chemistry, 

Mathematics and Physics. 

Young Jordanian scientists are now invited to apply for 
the TWAS PRIZE which amounts to $2,000. 

So, if you are Jordanian, resident in Jordan, and of age 
not exceeding 40 years, we will be glad to receive your 
submission in any of the four fields specified. 

We will gladly provide you with additional information 
about the rules & mechanism of submission. 

Interested applicants are kindly asked to contact: 

Ms. Rula Bilbeisi 
The TWAS Unit 
Royal Scientific Society 
P.O. Box 925819 
Amman, Jordan 
Fax: 844806 
Tel: 844701 

Telex: 21276 RAMAH JO 
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JORDAN MARKET PLACE 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACK MG, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS^ 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 




i CROWN | 

I JNT!L. EST. i 
m Packing, shipping, ■ 
H forwarding, storage, ■ 
1 clearing, door-to-door § 
1 service 1 

Air, Sea and Land 






UXS GSBTSS M BUS SESTOES 

YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN-. 

* Kate Drydean. 1 Hr. Service 

☆ Shoes repair * Engraving 

☆ Keys Service 

☆ Uphotetry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828168 J 


STUDIO HAIG 

Trofesskfoal Quality, ip , 
1 Hour Service . ' - 
Qsytiapjypar cqfoor fifot at 
> o»r'sb$p and. pt - .. • ' 

* JVMBO pboto 

* -prmm iaotergm*; 1 

meat 20 *•. Whom ' , 

f' .. • •• .. *<• - ■ ■ ... ... 

S&tidsam 


‘S&Spfig&tel: 823892. 


4 RENT S’ SALE 

-Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 810520 






MANDARIN RESTAURANT | : ! 
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Special Chinese 
Skilled Chinese Cb€& 

|Cfrea lijo-y.w s. 6M.ii.jn 

TU» away is avaQabls 
Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 


TeL 661922, Amman 1 


Once listed 

/MWQtfS lived 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 



Special Executive Luncheons 

lake away service 
available 

Open Daffy 12 .30 -3^0 pm 
7-30-11.30 pm 

After the PhflacMpNa Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tel 659519 6596 
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CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


Cull 


120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from aS great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles af China 
Prepared by oar 
fliiw 
Open daily for 
lunch & dkmer 
Tike my xrtcB 
Jabal A! Hussein 
Mnis&y ot Trade 
& Industrial Rd 
Tel 867755 



f CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbogue for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 -3:30 
p.m. 

y 6:30 - Midnight / 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahtiyyah Girls School 

Takeaway fisoenBaKQ 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


Trio Kmola 

ftT. HHETAnWA BAR 

&30 pm - 130 un 


SIURN NATIONAL 
Rent a Car 



Safety find Style 

® 694-882 


XEROX 


Copy 

Centre 


a Copying a Typing 

■ Binding ■ Faxing 

a Plan printing 



Cfiim 

Town 

Restaurant 


Every great city in the world has its China 
Town and Am marrow has its own. 

Where you can enj§£ihe most exquisite 
Chinese and dinner. 

,_Jg, China 

n | 

at the Arnfnafi Ptaia Hotel 
Tel. 674295 or 674111 - ext. 6338 


The First Class Hotel in 
'Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room-.! 


DAKOTEL 

,|jl:«|I|I= 


Amman -Tel. 668 193 
P.0. Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


i 




French 



(Engine 


RESERVATION 
TEL 819564 
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Davis Cup 

Iran secures 2-0 lead on 


irst day of competition 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Iran Friday secured 
a 2-0 lead in the first day of 
competition against Jordan in the 
Davis Cup Asia/Oceania Zone 
Group 2 first round tie held at the 
Sports Palace Court and attended 
by Her Majesty Queen Noor. 

Iran’s Man sour Bahrami defe- 
ated Jordan's second-ranked 
Imad Abu Hamda 6-4, 6-3. 6-3 in 
the opening match. Iran also won 
the second match when Mustafa 
Saleh overcame Jordan's No. 1 
Hani A1 Ali 6-7 (7-5). 1-6. 6-2. 
6 - 2 , 6 - 1 . 

Jordan's Ali played with great 
confidence in the first set and 
won the tiebreaker 7-5. He easily 
won the second set 6-1 but suf- 
fered a cramp in the third set 
which he later lost 6-2. Ali opted 
to continue the match though he 
was limping in the final two sets 
which Iran's Saleh won 6-2, 6-1. 

In the first match of the tie. 
Jordan's Abu Hamda proved he 
was no easy opponent to Iran's 
former No. 1 Bahrami. After 
Bahrami had established a com- 
manding 5-2 lead, he could not 
hold serve. Abu Hamda won the 
game and held serve as Jordan 
trailed 5-4. Bahrami held serve in 
the next game to win the first set 
6-4. 

Bahrami, who now lives in 
Paris and mainly plays exhibition 
matches, held the No. 13 ranking 
in doubles three years ago. His 
current No. 947 singles ranking 
(down from No. 100 in 1986) and 
his experience, made the differ- 
ence in his match with the youn- 
ger Abu Hamda. 

Bahraini’s powerful serves and 
strong returns enabled him to 
lead 2-0 in the second set. Both 
players held serve and Bahrami 
kept the lead 3-1. Bahrami then 
broke his opponent's serve to 



lost a little bit of pace after I was 
tired." 

“I felt I did much better as the 
match progressed, and although I 
made ally mistakes and lost some 
overheads I am happy about the 
way I played," Abu Hamda said. 

Jordan's head coach Yousef 
Oreibi reiterated that Bahrami is 
a professional, experienced play- 
er against whom be had played 
back in 1977. “It’s great that 
Imad played so well against a 
tough opponent today. Imad gave 
it his best, and probably played 
his best match ever.'* 

“Imad could have concentrated 
more on overheads and volleys 
but otherwise be played great,” 
Oreibi told the Jordan Times. 


Hani AI Ali 


Imad Abo Hamda 


Ali might miss Saturday’s 
doubles 


lead 4-1. 

In the next game Abu Hamda 
led 40-15 and twice lost the 
chance to secure the game, but 
his overheads were too long as 
the game was held at deuce. Abu 
Hamda won the next two points 
as the crowd of over 400 tennis 
fans cheered and roared with 
every point. 

Both players then held serve 
and Bahrami kept the lead 5-3. 
Abu Hamda led 40-0 in the next 
game and thought be won the 
game after serving an ace which 
was ruled out by the umpire. 
Bahrami came back to win the 
second set 6-3. 

Bahrami again led 3-1 in the 
third set, but not before Abu 
Hamda hit some superb shots 
that earned the applause of his 
opponent. 

Both playes held serve as 
Bahrami kept his lead at 5-3 while 
Abu Hamda abandoned his base- 
line to rush the net. 

Bahrami clinched the third set 
6-3 and secured Iran's first win in 


the three-day competition. 

‘Tm really happy about the 
score,” Abu Hamda told the Jor- 
dan Times in a post match state- 
ment. “To get a 6-4, 6-3, 6-3 
score against a player like Bahra- 
ini is a thrill for me. It's a thrill to 
play against him and do well in 
the match.” 

Abu Hamda said “the support- 
ing crowd made a big difference. 
Wien I played Malaysia's No. 2 
Adam Malek last year the score 


was 6-0, 6-2 6-2. Although he was 
lefac 


an easier opponent, the tact that I 
was playing on my own without 
the support of cheering fans in 
Malaysia made a difference." 

“I was really worried about the 
match at first because I hadn't 
practised my serves for the past 
six days because of an injury in 
my shoulder. During the past 
week I had only returned my 
coaches serves,” said Abu Ham- 
da, adding: “Maybe that helped, 
my forehand and returns havi 
improved. But my serves let me 
down at the end of die match. I 


Hani Al Ali might have to skip 
Saturday's doubles match after be 
suffered cramps early in the third 
set of his singles match Friday. 

In a post-match statement to 
the Jordan Times said he doubted 
being able to (day the doubles 
match with partner Abu Hamda. 

'Tm in pretty bad situation 
now. I'm physically exhuasted. I 
deal have never quit a match. 
There was no specialist available 
to with the problem, and I kept 
hanging on until the end,” Ali 
said. 

“I think we are not prepared to 
play a five set match. We haven't 
even played five-set training 
matches,” Ali pointed out. 

“I am not blaming anyone but I 
think this should be a lesson for 
the future. I hope we will have an 
orderly training programme, and 
enough matches prior to the com- 
petition to actually allow us the 
chance to evaluate our prepared- 
ness and solve any problems in 
due course," said AJi. 


BFdeclares new ruling 
n latest controversy 

Ahli await Ministry of Youth's decision 


By a JorJan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Jordan Bas- 
ketball Federation (JBF) has 
announced its latest decision 
-regarding the recent con- 
troversy that hit the First Divi- 
sion Basketball Cham- 
pionship's final match between 
Al Ahli and AI Orthodoxi. 

At a press conference held 
Thursday, the JBF declared a 
new best-of-3 deciding round 
will be played by the top two 
teams, with the first of these 
matches scheduled for Tuesday 
Feb. 9. The new ruling did not 
resolve the problem however, 
as it was accepted by Al Ortho- 
doxi. but rejected by Al Ahli. 

The new ruling annuls the 
previous two matches of the 
competition. The first was won 
68-65 by AI Ahli in the first 
round final Dec. 30 while the 
second was won by AI Ortho- 
doxi 84-81 in overtime in the 
second round Jan. 26. 

The controversy pertains to 
the second match in which two 
-extra points were awarded to 
Al Orthodoxi by the court re- 
feree. Al Ahli lodged a formal 
protest with the JBF citing that 
-they had also objected to the 
mistake during the match. The 
JBF however state that AI Ahli 
cannot object after the match. 


and held on to the referees 
committee report that Al Ahli 
had not formally protested the 
mistake during the match. 

The JBFs rejection of Al 
Ahli's protest and the accept- 
ance of the referees commit- 
tee’s recommendation to con- 
sider Al Orthodoxi the winner 
warranted a third deciding 
match, as both teams tied with 
27 points in the overall stand- 
ings. Al Ahli however, refused 
to play a third match citing that 
they had fully applied article 68 
of die International Basketball 
Federation (FIB A) rules con- 
cerning objections during and 
after the match. The JBF later 
announced that it was postpon- 
ing the third match to an inder 
finite date. 

The ntw best-of-3 ruling was 
rejected by A! Ahli Friday as 
“the club was still awaiting a 
response to the appeal pre- 
sented to the Ministry of 
Youth,” club General Secret- 
ary and spokesman Samir 
Janakat said in a statement to 
the press. 

“Al Ahli dub believe that 
Jordan is an institutional coun- 
try and that its affairs are run 
in accordance with rules and 
regulations. We have appealed 
this matter to rhe Ministry of 
Youth and are awaiting their 
response — which we are sure 


will be a just one.” 

The statement added that Al 
Ahli dub had not received a 
formal notification of the JBFs 
decision. “We think the matter 
has not been resolved by the 
new ruling, and having a new 
round means our acceptance of 
the result of the match on 
which we have based our 
objection.” 

“The point complicating 
matters is the JBFs and Al Ahli's 
different interpretations of 
FIBA's Artide 68. The JBF 
says Al Ahli does not have the 
right to object after the match 
as Al Ahli had accepted play- 
ing the match after the mis- 
take. Al Ahli however assert 
that the team correctly applied 
its right to object (in accord- 
ance with Article 68) both dur- 
ing and after the match.” 


Bowe fights 
Dokes today 


NEW YORK (R) — World 
heavyweight champion Riddick 
Bowe is evidently talking Satur- 
day’s fight with Michael Dokes 
as seriously as the oddsinakers, 
who have made him an over- 
whelming 12-1 on favourite. 

Despite claims to the contrary 
from bis camp, the evidence 
appears dear that Bowe has not 
been working as hard preparing 
for Dokes as he did when he took 
the world champion's crown off 
Evander Holyfield. 

Bowe, making the first defence 
of two of the three titles he won 
by outpointing Holyfield last 
November, weighed in a sloppy 
eight pounds (3.6 kg) over his 
weight for Holyfield. 

Bowe, 25, also trained about 
half the time — four weeks — for 
the scheduled 12 rounds against 
Dokes as be had for Holyfield. 

Bowe, 32-0, holds the World 
Boxing Assodation (WBA) and 
International Boxing Federation 
(IBF) versions of the title. 


Graf, Navratilova in 
Toray semifinals 


YOKOHAMA (R) — Veteran 
Martina Navratilova effortlessly 
brushed aside Nathalie Tauziat 
Friday to set up a semifinal dash 
with top seed Steffi Graf in the 
Toray Pan Pacific Open tennis 
tournament. 

Navratilova, playing in her first 
tournament since losing to Moni- 
ca Seles in the Virginia Slims final 
in November, unleashed a for- 
midable serve and volley game to 
beat the Frenchwoman 6-1 6-2. 

Graf had a similarly easy time 
disposing of Japanese qualifier 
Yone Karaio 6-1 6-2, surprising 
her opponent, who had rally ever 
seen her on television, with her 
strength and power. 

Navratilova enjoyed an unex- 
pectedly one-sided match after 
Tauziat showed devastating form 
Thursday in eliminating fifth seed 
Manuela-Fragniere . 

But Tauziat rarely landed her 
first serve, enabling third-seeded 
Navratilova to storm the net after 
a blistering return on her short 
second serve. 

‘Tm very exdted to get a 
change to play against Steffi,” 
said Navratilova -afterwards. 

“Tm pleased just to be able to 
stand on the same court as her as 
we only got to play against each 
other once last year,” the Czech- 
born American added. 

“But Hi really have to concen- 
trate, because if you give Steffi 
just a little bit of room, she takes 
the whole room.” 

Graf said: 'Tm looking for- 
ward to playing Martina, but ... 
this fast surface definitely suits 
her game better than mine.” 



Martina N a vrati l ova of the UJS. 
returns against Natalie Tauziat of 
France during their quarter final 
of the Toray Pan Pacffic Open 
(AFP photo) 


Graf, who foiled to regain the 
world number one ranking when 
she lost to Seles in the Australian 
Open final last Saturday, had not 
difficulty in disposing of local 
hope Kamio. 

“I played pretty well, made few 
mistakes and really went for my 
shots,” she said. 

Kamio, ranked L39th in the 
world and seventh in Japan, put 
up a brave fight but lacked the 
weapons to fend off Graf’s 
powerful and accurate serve, 
fearsome forehand and great agil- 
ity. 

“Graf was much stronger than 
I expected,” said Kamio. ‘Td 
always only seen her play on TV 
before, so was really pleased to 
get the chance to play against 
her.” 



Alphand wins men’s 
combined downhill 


SHIZUKUISHI, Japan (AP) — Luc Alphand of France Friday 
won for the second time on the Mount Takakura Downhill Course 
and pronounced himself ready to pursue the most sought-after 
prize m the world Alpine Ski Championships: The downhill gold 
medal. 

That Alphand gave little notice to the fact that he- had won the 
combined downhill is understandable. He’s a downhill specialist 
and has no reasonable expectation that he can hold off the likes of 
Marc Girardelli of Luxembourg, Gunther Mader of Austria and 
Kjetil Andre Aamodt of Norway in the slalom portion of the 
event. 

Bnt Alphand knows that, after winning a training run and then 
Friday's combined race, no other downhiller is as timed in to this 
mountain as be is. 


“I think I just need confidence and today was good for that,” 
Alphand said after traveffing down the 1 %-mile (2,735-metre) 


course in 1 minute, 32.19 seconds. “For the real downhill, 
anything can happen. It’s another day, another setting, complete- 
ly different.” 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
S. TANNAH HOT SCH 
419 K (KBum Mmm Soraen. me. 


PLAY OR DEFEND? 


North-South vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 A K 4 
V K J 9 2 
;■ A K 
* 7 6 5 2 

WEST EAST 

• Q J 10 8 5 4862 

r 8 6 '73 

v Q 10 8 5 3 v J 9 7 4 

♦ J 4 K 10 9 8 

SOUTH 
4 7 3 

*: A Q 10 6 4 
v 6 2 


* A Q 4 3 


The bidding: 
North East 

Soul. 

West 

I NT Pass 

3 : 

Paw 

3 4 Pass 

4 4 

Paw 

t ' Pass 

4 T 

Paw 

fi Paw 

Paw 

Paw 


Opening lead: Queen of 4 
Study tiie complete diagram. 
Would you rather play or defend six 
hearts after West leads the queen of 
■spudes? 

The auction is a lewon in rea- 
soned bidding. After South's jump 
to three hearts. North’s three spades 
was an advance cue-bid confirming 
a maximum no trump and good 
heart support. South showed first- 
round club control, but had nothing 


further to add over North's four- 
diamond cue-bid. Knowing that sec- 
ond-round dub control was missing, 
North was satisfied with a small 
slam. 

Does it look as if there is no way 
to avoid two dub losers? Suppose 
you win the opening lead, draw 
trumps in two rounds, cash the re- 
maining high spade and ruff a 
spade. Now dear the ace-king of 
diamonds and lead a club, ducking 
completely in hand. Weal wins 
cheaply, .but no matter which suit 
the defender returns, you can raff in 
dummy while discarding a club from 
hand. Now a dub finesse allows you 
to score both the ace and queen of 
chibs, and you have 12 tricks— four 
trumps, two spades and a ruff, two 
diamonds, two dubs and the ruff- 
shifT. 

But don’t be in such a hurry to 
switch sides and elect to declare. A 
brilliant defender such aa you in the 
East seat can defeat the contract by 
applying what you’ve learned about 
the band. When declarer leads a 
dub from dummy, shoot up with the 
king! That play cannot coat, no mat- 
ter bo w the dub suit » distributed. 
Here it takes partner off the end- 
play, and no matter how declarer 
maneuvers you will eventually score 
two dub tricks. 


I M THINKING MAYBE WHEN 
I GROW UP. I'LL BE A 
BEAUTY QUEEN.. 




00 THEY HAVE A SORT 
OF FAIKLY, KIN t7 OF, 

YOU KNOW, CUTE QUEEN 7 



Andy Capp 
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> Just keep < 

f ON TALKING J 
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FORECAST FOR SATURDAY FEBRUARY 6, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
There's o general air of com- 
mraderie present today, but take 
cave to remember that all isn't as it 
seems, for there's much jockeying 
for position going on. Egos bruise 
easily today. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You have many ideas which can 
take form so you better know just 
what you want out of it and tonight 
you can take these to one able to 
back them. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You can analyse better systems by 
which to increase the good things 
you enjoy in life, then you will be 
able to make them work in your 
behalf. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
knowledges bi e conversation be- 
tween you and a bright associate 
brings to light how you can best 
progress so don't hesitate but put a 
plan right in motion. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Take some time out to 
think about bow you can improve 
matters you have agreed to do, 
then don’t procrastinate but make 
them work for you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) In the 
morning perfect whatever talents 
you haw been concentrating upon 
and you wQI find later you are able 
to benefit by making them public. 

•VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Discuss with a family member 
what add to the efficiency, charm 


of your own home, then tonight get 
busy and make it improve home 
conditions. 

UBRA: (September 23 to O ctober 
22) In the morning get at corres- 
pondence and desk work and get n 
interestingly behind you white 
tonight you can have a marvelous 
time at home. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You can wind up in the 
morning whatever practical finan- 
cial arrangements you have been 
making while tonight get busy 
seeking new ways to be mote 
productive. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Be just as subjective 
as you like in making up your mind 
on the various longings that mean 
much to you while later you can 
put in motion the practical gaining. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Get confidential sug- 
gestions from those in the know- 
how for winning what you want 
most and you can go after it using 
your own charm. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 loFebiu- 
aiy 19) Use your own fortefulnes 
during the morning to gain your 
desires, but later go after what you 
want in a more subtle and indirect 
fashion. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Do whatever requires your 
attendtion of a civic or credit na- 
ture in the morning while tonight, 
brings a good chance to gain your 
personal ambitions. 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



VlHAT HAVE 

YoU DONE 

t owy. 

To IMPROVE 
-Tour 

MARRIAGE 


HAWS 



can't think of anything nice to do 
today. How 'bout I just give 
you a dollar?” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WOftD GAME 

by Monri Arnold 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one latter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


YILSK 


mr 



NEFEC 



zc 



HARAN 

G 

nz 



BEJOCT 


| | 




Now arrange the circled hatters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: (mil 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: WHISK TRACT SEETHE BABIED 
Answer Mathers someflmos get into these when 
them’s not enough food to go around — 


STEWS 


r . 1 




THE Daily Crossword by Rena M. Campbell 


ACROSS 
1 Vertical pote 
5 Gp. 

9 Worn out 

14 Nobefet Wtesei 

15 Bewilder 

18 Gay — 

17 John Hancock 

19 British — 

20 Done without 
machinery 

21 Implantation 

22 — Onassts 
23041 herb, old 

style 

24 Modify 
28 Located near 
[he ear 
30 Loathe 
34 City on the Strait 
of Dover 

36 Actress Lupine 

37 German river 

38 Singer Burt 

39 Surrenders 

41 Cape- 

42 Clamors 
43FtehBggs 
44 Pass 

46 Glass shaft 

47 Organization: 
abbr. 

49 Cigar ends 

50 K*i of refs 
52 "Nonna — “ 

54 Type of hound 
57 Yield control ot 

62 Speechify 

63 Composer 

84 Part of die U K. 

65 — Ira write 

66 Pant of the Wy 
family 

67 Cubic meter 

68 Forecaster 
09 Aubwtonott of 

TV 



l IMP Trwnt Mom Sanicu lx 
URjftts naMraad 


DOWN 

1 Network 

2 Inter — 

3 Affix one's 
name 

4 Look altar 

5 "Hitch your 
wagon to — “ 

8 Ati 


7 Confident 

8 Wind dir. 

9 AcKida 

10 Solicit funds 

11 A Gardner 

12 — do-wefl 

13 Tryout 

18 Name in vtoSns 
21 tf 

23 d o camp 

24 Citric and tacriC 

25 Ship's wane 

26 Coeurcf— 

27 Stand the test 
29 Neap and ebb 

31 Choose 

32 Succinct 

33 Sea eagles 
35 Scenario 
49 Ages and 

ages 

45 Eng. town 
48 Dazed state 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solve* 


nnnnn onnui nnnn 
fijpjnnrn ninno □sun 
nonsn noQn LTinRn 

ii'-ino rnnnnn 
nnm rood !K!|H 


55 "1 smei — 

Si Former attorney 56 Auction 
57 Strop 
56 Sharif or 
Bratfley 


general 

53 Wrath 

54 Arcs 


Loathsome 
“Short Jacket 
61 Korean vtp, 
__ Syngman 
63H«p! 
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Financial 

Markets 


Jordan limes 

in c o ap wi t tou wfitfet 

Cairo Amman Bank 


UiL Ptftw Ea tatmafiOMl Markets 


Currency 

New York 
tttafi 
IMe 3/2/93 

nu 

Surfing Fo-nd* — — 

1.4350 

1.4430 

Deutsche Mark 

1.6452 

1.6437 

Swiss Franc 

1.5247 ■ 

1.5215 

Frock Franc 

5.5740 

5.5825** 

Jupwwr Yea ' 

124.40 

124.60 

Europe** Camay Unit 

1 .1115 

1.1825** 


USD hr StC 
1 Bnpi 0 > i l* » kMui GMT 


= 4/2/95 


*1 


Currency 

1 MTU 

3 MTHS 


12 MTHS 

VS. Defer 

3.00 

3.15 

3 . 26 

3.62 

Stirfng Peeod 

1 5. IS 

6.12 

5.5 0 

5.37 

Deutsche Mark 


8.18 

7. 20 

7.3; 

Swiss Franc 

5.31 

5.31 

5.18 

5.72 

French Franc 

12.37 

12.25 

11.31 

9.25 

J ip sin r Yea 

3.25 

3.25 

3.25 

3.25 


9.62 

9.62 

9.25 ■ 

S.75 


15 4/2/9 3 


ESiiRR 

ITSDTOz 

JD/Gm* 

Metal 

USD/Ox 

JD/Gra 


328.50 

6.40 

S«ver 

3.69 

.080 


4/2/93 


Camscy 

Bid 

r Offer 

UJS. Defer 

0.691 

0.693 

Sterling Pound 

0.9968 

I.00IS 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4201 

0.4222 

Swiss Franc 

0.4535 

0.4558 

French Franc 

0.1239 

■ 0.1245 

Japanese Yen * 

0.5544 


Dutch Guilder 

0.3731 

0.3750 

Swedish Krona 

0.0918 

0.0923 

Hilton Lira* 

■ 0.0451 

0.0453 

Belgian Franc 

' 0.02031 

0.02047 


4/2/93 


| Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

LiSTlS 

7.0700 

• 1.8230 

Lebanese lira* 

0.0355 

0.0410 

Saudi Rjyal 

0.7136 

0.1849 

Kuwuati Dinar 

2.2300 

2.2900 

Qatari Riyal 

0.1872 

0.1884 

Egyptian Pound 

0.7950 

0.2750 

Omani Riyal 

7.7600 

7.7000 


hr IN 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading work! currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

One U.S. dollar 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.2613/18 

Canadian dollar 

1.6590/600 

Deutschemarfcs 

1.8660/70 

Dutch guilders 

1.5308/18 

Swiss francs 

34.18/22 

Belgian francs 

5.6110/60 

French francs 

1523/1528 

Italian lire 

124.62/67 

Japanese yen 

7.4130/230 

Swedish crowns 

7.0150/250 

Norwegian croupts 

6.3650/750 

Danish crowns 

1.4470/80 


$327.60/328.10 



AMMUI FINAHCIAL tUUtKBT 


aunoBi won* / ccjito 

DKUUED IMR nUDK M32VZTI Iflk SBB R9UOO {M/tl/Wl ' 03/02/100]) 



SMHlII'S MAKS 


nn. omo clqsinc 

ootns PMC* MUCK 


CKRO MMI HI 
UK W HirTf** 


emeu hh ica savjhb k nmssrarr 

.WMM HVHSXHEOT 4 rftilC * UK 
tr buhl iwaw iMMuM P pan bo 
INI UB red WIHMU 
HUB MM* UK COBPOBUUR/JOnU 


aansD nnw 
uuaua seas 

ou 

ZinRMCE 


a— nn 


HUB UK k JKXTXSm HtSOBAIICB 
ABHI GULP 1 

mu emeu' naniuzonL na m n 


DBK DISH1CZ Ujaaciir 



imam mm cawuau e 4 mubimc 
JOBBHI MEDICAL BCMWIIW 
HATK 3MIL <WWF f t - pUIN 



AOBBHi ibbobnieb a kaxce/jhico 
jam naoMT wnacoimr lawmai 
mood umnauBS / wico 



joumm shut co. iob aou. k laoo moo. 


SIABD TOTAL 


MULLS. ABB BUD ON ACTrVXB POM 


OOBHR'I BMH 


JO 

RICE 



>29,172 3J4."500 

115.500 

135.900 

244,133 

4.100 

5.120 

5.370 

4D,C10 

20.390 

21. 250 

30.390 

S4,72l 

24.000 

23.750 

23.000 

240,410 

3.900 

3.040 

3.150 

■0,714 

4.100 

4.270 

4.170 

112,3X1 

2.590 

2.570 

2.500 

70,973 

4,050 

4.IM 

4. BOO 

707,179 

4.290 

4.290 

4.920 

40,344 

4.400 

4.190 

4.300 

29.799 

3. 400 

3.400 

2.3*0 

177,919 

5.550 

5.510 

5.700 

90,092 

5.400 

9.450 

9.4(0 

199,913 

1.090 

1.940 

1.(90 

13,040 

3.290 

3.940 

3.900 

40,441 

j.aw 

3.000 

3.720 

C71 

3.200 

3.140 

1.350 

4,303 

3.400 

3.050 

3.090 

17,321 

2.140 

2-020 

2.190 

4,030 

3.490 

3.450 

9.490 

4M,097 

4.000 

4.420 

3.940 

0,200 

3.400 

3.990 

1.900 

27,S7t 

2.350 

3.110 

3.100 

1,339 

3.740 

,2.900 

3.050 

12,2*0 

2.900 

'2.900 

2.990 

7,400 

2.590 

2.720 

3.190 

9,430 

4.400 

4.400 

4.(00 

391.792 

1.490 

1.700 

1.790 

22,442 

1.150 

1.140 

1.150 

UI.Ul 

5.090 

9.000 

9.740 

17,143 

2.450 

1.470 

2.700 

940,499 

4.940 

4.(90 

4.770 

■4.194 

1.770 

1.740 

1.790 

44,929 

0.090 

0.090 

0.(90 

10,701 

1.250 

1.290 

1.240 

4,199 

1.410 

1.420 

1.510 

91,904 

1.470 

1.470 

1.400 

44,244 

u.ooo 

11.990 

11.750 

211.914 

2.490 

2.490 

2.430 

303, aze 

2.140 

2.270 

2.140 

1,107,927 

i.oso 

1.IM 

1.920 

92,940 

4.090 

4.090 

4.900 

1,474 

24.400 

24.140 

29.550 

92,972 

9.900 

9.490 

9.350 

4,390 

7.700 

1.900 

7.900 

21,449 

2.990 

2.900 

2.950 

340,742 

4.720 

4.790 

1.200 

90,210 

10.190 

10.400 

10.300 

300,490 

7.140 

7.200 

7.100 

94,029 

4.200 

4.700 

4.150 

199,270 

2.590 

3.590 

2.940 

244,240 

4.000 

4.000 

4.000 

20. 400 

0.700 

4.490 

4.400 

124,471 

3.350 

3.240 

3.190 

43,079 

34.900 

39.940 

24.500 

192.340 

1.390 

3.400 

1.280 

92,494 

9.900 

3.(30 

J .440 

32,504 

0.110 

0.010 

o.ou 

234,145 

11.400 

13.400 

11.390 

490.441 

3.340 

3.900 

3.410 

047,404* 

12.490 

12.400 

11.3*0 

•4,303 

1.1(0 

1.170 

1.140 

1,790 

1.940 

2.040 

2.940 

43,307 

2.100 

2.100 

2.090 

14,000 

0.490 

0.700 

0.700 

92 t 004 

9.150 

5.010 

5.000 

99,319 

1.000. 

1.000 

1.040 

ijt.m 

4.050 

4.aao 

4.040 

209,342 

3.0Z0 

3.090 

3.000 

274,494 

10.190 

14.100 

14.050 

2J173 

4.390 

4.190 

4.150 

■4,404 

1.470 

1.490 

1.490 

74,944 

0.400 

0.(00 

0.475 

43,474 

4. 200 

4.200 

4.150 

2,412,093 

0.490 

0.400 

9.100 

149,474 

4.790 

4.020 

*4.700 

230,040 

4.420 

4.400 

5.490 

129.700 

1.140 

3.140 

2.120 

790,149 

5.700 

5.000 

5.720 

14.944,490 





PBUH IWil/UI) - 01/B 2/UPS) 



0.700 0.740 
2.770 1JH. 
3. 700 1.7N 


51,030 


20 % 
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f 0 ”™ 1 PHILADELPHIA ”* : 634144 

MYSTIC PIZZA 

Shows: 12:30, ft 15. 8:30. 10:30 p.m. 

Special show for children on Th. & Fri. 

at 11:00 a m. 

THE BUGS BUNNY 

v. • 



f “ ■ Tel.; 675571 ’' 

MabU Al Wastihii Theatre 


Nabtl Al Mashini Theatre 

Tuesday January 5th marks the opening of 
the new theatre season presenting: 

Pn^emonimB (Ta’a we Qaiioeb) 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Tickets office open all day 

< : > 




Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


Kevin Costner and Whitney Houston 

BODYGUARD 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15, 6 : 00 . 6:30, 10:30 

Free Car Parking 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


Paste Instinct 


Starring: Michael Douglas 
and 

Sharol Stone 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10 JO p.m. f. ft 



Nabil & Hisnanrvs 

AH LAN THEATRE 


Tel.: 625155 


presents 

‘Welcome New World Order — 93” 

a political comedy review 

Dally, except for Saturdays & Sundays at 8:30 pjn. 
Matinee on Thursdays at 4:30 pjn. 

Box .office open daily 


Germany and J 
lower interest ra* 
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UAE 
trademark 
law comes 
into effect 

ABU DHABI (R) — The United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) has 
started implementing wide- 
ranging legislation to put an end 
to sales of counterfeit products 
and pirated works of art. 

The ministry of commerce has 
issued 15 pages of regulation for 
companies to register their logos 
under the trademark law, one of 
the three laws which make op the ' 
UAE’s first intellectual property 
rights legislation. 

Jaafar Ai Fardan, assistant 
under-secretary at the Ministry of 
Finance and Industry, told Reu- 
ters that regulations for a patent 
law were due this month. A 
copyright law is due to come into 
force on April 12. 

Lawyers said the three laws 
were partly intended to remove 
obstacles to business with major 
Western trading partners. 

The trademark law gives com- 
panies a legal basis to protest at 
trademark infringement in the 
UAE. UAE courts were pre- 
viously recognising trademark 
ownership only sporadically. 

“In the past you would have to 
find various methods to prove 
you owned logos or symbols," 
said Herb Wolfson, a lawyer at 
Afridi and Angell law firm in 
Abu Dhabi. 

“Now, with registration at a 
. federal agency, you just have to 
produce your registration certifi- 
cate.” 

The regulations say local and 
foreign firms must first apply to 
the ministry of commerce to reg- 
ister a trademark and then pub- 
lish it in the official gazette and 
two daily newspapers. 

The trademark is then reg- 
istered if ownership is not con- 
tested by a second party within 30 
days. 

A UAE taxi firm was one of 
the first companies inquiring on 
about registering its company 
logo. 

The penalities for trademark 
infringement include confiscation 
of counterfeit goods, jail terms, 
and fines of up to 10,000 dirhams 
($2,700). 

The UAE has been under 
pressure from major trading part- 
ners France and the United States 
to pass the intellectual property 
rights, legislation. 

The United States says its in- 
dustries have lost up to $156 
million a year from infringements 
in the UAE. 

Tbe U.S. Department of Com- 
merce 'presented a report to the 
Golf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
secretariat in Riyadh last July 
urging Gulf Arab states to adopt 
such laws. 


NEW YORK (AP) — Germany 
and Japan applied tbe tonic of 
lower interest rates Thursday to 
stimulate their ailing economies, 
a move that sent positive ripples 
throughout the world and could 
have a particularly beneficial im- 
pact in the United States. 

The cuts in lending rates by the 
two most important U.S. trading 
partners were modest, but they 
came as the American economy 
was showing emphatic signs of 
expansion anyway. The U.S. 
stock market hit a record high on 
the news. 

Economists said the lower rates 
would help keep lending rates 
low in the United States. If they 
are followed by further cuts, the 
results eventually could translate 
into greater foreign demand for 
U.S. goods and services, further 
ensuring the domestic economy's 
rebound. 

In the United States, thousands 
of jobs are tied to exports, which 
account for an estimated 12 per 
cent of U.S. economic activity. 
Exports have slowed in recent 
months, partly due to the econo- 
mic problems in Japan and Ger- 
many. 

“Those markets are essential if 
U.S. trade markets are to be 
improved," said Michael Hutch- 
inson, economics professor at 
University of California at Santa 
Cruz and a visiting scholar at the 
Federal Reserve Bank of San- 
F ran cisco. “This signals good 
news for U.S. exporters." 

For Europe, the German rate 
cuts could ease the instability 
among neighbouring currencies, 
which have been battered by spe- 
culative selling since last summer 
due to the German mark's 
s tr e ngt h , said Larry Kan tor, chief 


SYDNEY (R) — Australia is 
making a historic shift towards 
Asia that requires a revolution in 
the way Australians think and 
work. Prime Minister Paul Keat- 
ing has said. 

Speaking at a business lunch, 
Mr. Keating said Australia was 
undergoing a transformation into 
a more modem and competitive 
economy. 

“There has been a revolution 
in our thinking and an irreversi- 
ble recasting of our economy," 
Mr. Keating said. “It is an effort 
to make an historic shift to Asia 
and the Pacific.” 

"All this means transforming 
ourselves — our habits of mind 
and work, the way we see 
ourselves and the way we see the 


European economist for J.P. 
Morgan and Co. in London. 

Germany’s neighbours repe- 
atedly had called on Germany's 
cehtral bank, the Bundesbank, to 
reduce rates. That would lower 
the value of the mark. Europe’s 
dominant currency, and make 
other currencies more stable. 

The Bundesbank cut two in- 
ters! rates: The Lombard rate fell 
Grom 9.5 per cent to nine per 
cent, and the discount rate fell 
from 8.25 per cent to eight per 
cent. The Lombard rate is an 
emergency overnight lending rate 
and the discount rate is a loan fee 
to banks. Both influence other 
lending rates. 

Earlier Thursday in Tokyo, the 
Bank of Japan cm its discount 
rate by 0.75 percentage points to 
match an all-time low of 2.5 per 
cent. 

Analysts said Japan's rate cut 
was less significant than the Ger- 
man move because the Japanese 
rates weren't an element in the 
currency market turmoil. But the 
cut stilt signaled Japan's deter- 
mination to stimulate its eco- 
nomy. a move that had been 
sought by the United Slates. 

It was undear whether Ger- 
many and Japan coordinated 
their actions, but the timing was 
fortuitous for the United States, 
where it combined with a spate of 
positive news about the economy 
to incite a powerful rally in the 
stock market. The Dow Jones 
average surged nearly 43 points 
to a record of 3,416.74 in some of 
tbe heaviest trading in years. 

Germany's severe economic 
problems have their roots in the 
foil of the Berlin Wall. Reunifica- 
tion of the two Germanys has cos: 
billions of dollars, and the Bun- 


rest of the world. It will require a 
mature sense of identity. I am 
(me of those who is certain that 
the great transformation of Au- 
stralia will occur." he pointed 
out. 

Australian Financial Review 
quoted Mr. Keating as saying he 
backs the idea of free trade be- 
tween Australia and Japan and 
believes the two countries could 
form a core partnership in efforts 
to liberalise trade in die region. 

Mr. Keating said the first prior- 
ity for Australia and Japan was to 
make trade more free among all 
countries in the region. 

However, he said. Japan was a 
natural partner for Australia and 
a bilateral free trade deal would 
be worth considering. 


desbank has kept interest rates 
high both it* attract foreign inves- 
tors and resist inflation. 

That strategy set off a wide 
imbalance between the value of 
the German mark and other 
European currencies. Foreign ex- 
change dealers have been making 
big speculative bets against the 
weaker currencies, which has 
seriously undermined Europe's 
system for keeping exchange 
rates stable, critical to the re- 
gion’s economic integration. 

The currency chaos has been a • 
small but significant element in 
declining U.S. exports to Europe. 

"It's hard to quantify how 
much that's contributing to the 
slowdown." said William Dudley, 
senior economist at Goldman 
Sachs and Co., in New York. 

“There certainly is ?. negative* 
effect." 

Germany’s rjte cu;s may help 
ease the Europe's Currency ten- 
sion for a time, but nuny eco- 
nomists sav baste imbalances re- 
main. 

“You need u very big drop in 
interest rates in Germany to re- 
lieve this pressure." said Kantor. 
the J.P. Morgan economist. 

Mr. Kantor said Germany's 
0.25 per centage point cut in its 
discount rate probably foresha- 
dows further reductions. By it- 
self. the reduction isn't enough. 

“Look at the size of what was 
done and look a: the nature of the 
problem and it is difficult to 
conclude that this is enough.” 
Mr. Kantor said. 

David Cocker, a financial 
analyst with Chemical Bank in 
London, agreed. 

“In some respects it’s too far 
down the financial chain to affect 
the man on the street.” he said. 


"Trade liberalisation is a good 
thing even if it moves in steps." 
he was quoiud as saying. 

The director-general of econo- 
mic affairs in Japan's foreign 
ministry. Kazuo Ogura. sug- 
gested recently that Australia was 
Japan's only natural trade partner 
and raised" tbe prospect of an 
eventual free trade agreement 
Japan is Australia's biggest trading 
partner and Japanese industry is a 
major customer for Australian 
raw materials s>uch as coal, iron 
ore and liquefied natural gas. 

“It (a free trade pact) may be a 
latent view in Japan, I don’t 
know," Mr. Keating said. “And 
it would probably be a matter of 
advantage for Australia to have 
enhanced access to Japan." 


Keating advises Australians 
to adapt to new shift to Asia 


Turkish industrialists 
expect no miracle in ‘93 


Kazakhstan aims 
for oil power status 


DAVOS, Switzerland (R) — 
Kazakhstan's energy chief has 
said tbe new Central Asian state 
aimed to emerge as an oil power, 
more than doubling its present 
output by the year 2010 and 
building- links with OPEC. 

Deputy Prime Minister Kazyr 
Baikenov told Western business- 
men and industry exports current 
production of 27 million tonnes a 
year would reach 52 million by 
2000, of which some 20 million 
tonnes would be for export. 

By the year 2010, total annual 
output by the former Soviet Cen- 
tral Asian republic would reach 
80 million of tonnes, he said. 
Current production is 27 million 
tonnes, six million of which are 
exported. 

“The whole thrust of our policy 
in this area is to attain energy 
self-sufficiency... we will emerge 
firmly onto tbe world oil mar- 
ket,” said Mr. Baikenov, also 
minister of energy and fuel re- 
sources. 

“We have also set as a priority 
tbe attracting of foreign invest- 
ment to bdp us develop the 
energy sector,” he said, speaking 
at the Davos World Economic 
Forum. 

“There are no political risks 
because our government has a 
firm grip on power and on the 
management of tbe economy,” 
be pointed out. 

President Nursultan Nazar- 
bayev told reporters recently in 
Davos, Kazakhstan would be- 
come an observer with OPEC, 
the Organisation of "Petroleum 
Exporting Countries. 


OPEC Secretary-General Sub- 
roto said the 12-member orga- 
nisation had agreed on more fre- 
quent contact with ex-Soviet oil 
producers — who also include 
Azerbaijan — and had invited 
Kazakhstan to its next ministerial 
conference in June. 

Both Kazakhstan and Russia, 
where tbe bulk of former Soviet 
oil production originates, would 
be observers at a meeting of 
OPEC and non-OPEC producers 
in Oman on April 9, he told a 
Davos news conference. 

The meeting is due to discuss 
measures to stabilise the world oil 
market. 

“If we do not cooperate with 
OPEC, they might resist our 
efforts to sell oil," Mr. Baikenov 
said, but he declined to say if 
associate or full membership of 
OPEC would be sought later. 

"For the moment we want to 
be observers so as to understand 
how OPEC works, its marketing 
system and its system of regulat- 
ing prices and supply,” he added. 

Dr. Subroto told bis news con- 
ference it would be premature to 
say if former Soviet producers 
would eventually become mem- 
bers or whether it would be prac- 
tical to ask them to cut produc- 
tion in solidarity with OPEC. 

“We are at a getting-to-know 
stage and we have to see," he 
said. 

Mr. Baikenov said his coun- 
try’s projected output figures for 
the next two decades only took 
Into account oilfields already 
opened and made no allowance 
for what might be discovered. 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey’s in- 
dustrialists have urged the gov- 
ernment to take austerity mea- 
sures to curb annual inflation 
which they forecast will rise to 68 
per cent this year. 

In a recent report, the influen- 
tial industrialists and business- 
men’s association (TUS1AD) said 
short-term steps taken last year to 
keep a 66 per cent inflation rate 
in check were not enough - 

“Simple, one-sided measures 
cannot stop inflation. An intense 
stabilisation programme is 
needed." it said. 

Tusiad proposed raising tax re- 
venues, speedy privatisation of 
inefficient state firms, cutting 
spending, more control over 
private-sector price hikes and giv- 
ing the central bank full responsi- 
bility for money supply. 

The group also suggested a 
parallel programme to raise capit- 
al spending and an export drive to 
circumvent stagnation which 
might result from such an auster- 
ity package. 

The government aims for an 
inflation rate of 47 per cent at the 
end of 1993 but economists say 
that is overly optimistic. 


The government's inflation 
estimates are being outpaced by 
fast monetary expansion which 
fuelled consumption by 9.5 per 
cent in 1992. Money supply (Ml ) 
swelled by 67 per cent in the past 
year and hit 70.5 trilliort lira ($8 
billion) last month. 

Overly ambitious spending by 
■ineffecient state enterprises re- 
sulted in a pubiic sector borrow- 
ing requirement of 12.6 per cent 
last year against government 
pledge, v iov.er i: ’• • per cent. 

Tr.L tic-tyu:*.': :r. for 
fur.Ji r.- % A’.v-v .-.\y <-.• fill 
coffers c<: e - -'.cr.; paper 

offering th-_- hiVres: recum above 
inflation. crov.Jing .-tt the pri- 
vate sector frcni capiul markets 
and lifting compounded annual 
interest rates up to 10 per cent. 

Economists say the cure for 
inflation lies in a swift sale of 
loss-making state firms which 
consume five per cent of the 
budget. 

“The priority is given to fiscal 
policies and not monetary poli- 
cies.” Tansu Cilier. state minister 
in charge of the economy, told 
Tusiad's monthly publication 
“Opinion." 


Super Deluxe 
For Rent or SsEe 

850 sq. metres villa, located in Shmeisani. 

5 bedrooms, indoor swimming pool and elevator. 

Call Mr. Walid 
605744 between 2-8 p.m. 


Geei&s 

Very Intensive 3er:n^~i 

Registration: Saturday and 3inv;i.>. Jr.: : ■; - 7. 

1993 from 9 a.m.-l p.m. and 4 p.n;.-c p.m. 

Course duration: four weeks, starting February 23- March 
21. 1993 from 9:30 a.m.-l 2:45 p.m. 

Course fees: JD 36 

For more Information please call tel 641993 from 
Saturday through Wednesday. 


GOETHE 

iNSTITUT 

AMMAN 



Ahlan Theatre 

will present two extra show 

on Saturday 6th & 
Sunday 7th 
at 8:30 p.m. 

Tel. 625155 
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Thousands flee eastern Bosnia 




SARAJEVO (AP) — While a 
fuel shortage in the Bosnian 
capital worsened and nearly 5,000 
Muslims fled two starving eastern 
villages, leaders of the republic's 
warring factions debated a peace 
plan in the United States. 

U.N. officials in Tuzla. eastern 
Bosnia, said Serb militiamen 
were letting the Muslims leave 
besieged towns Thursday in order 
to carry out “ethnic cleansing” in 
the region. More than 5.000 re- 
fugees were expected to reach 
Tuzla Friday. 

.. “These people are arriving in 
very bad medical condition ... 
and there are reports of deaths 
along the way.” the U.N. state- 
ment said. 

In New York. Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic said Thursday 
that lasting peace requires segre- 
gating Serbs, Croats and Muslims 
in separate provinces of the war- 
torn republic. 

But in Washington. Bosnia's 
foreign minister and several U.S. 
lawmakers said the plan makes 
unacceptable concessions to Ser- 
bian aggressors, favours war cri- 
minals over their victims and 
rewards “crimes against human- 
ity.” 

Foreign Minister Haris Siia- 
jdzic attacked the plan as 
appeasement of an aggressor re- 
miniscent of the 1938 Munich 
agreement with Adolf Hitler. 

The peace plan proposed by 
U.N. enovy Cyrus Vance and 
European Community mediator 
Lord Owen would divide Bosnia- 
Herzegovina into 10 provinces. 
Nine would be controlled by 
ethnic groups with Sarajevo 
under joint administration. 

Mr. Silajdzic told U.S. law- 
makers Thursday that drawing 
ethnic lines leaves territories sub- 
ject to “ethnic cleansing” and 
ignored Bosnia's history as “the 
most successful model in 


Europe" of ethnic coexistence. 
He said it also legitimises Serb 


war gains. 

“This is 1938 again,” Mr. Sila- 
jdzic said, referring to the 
Munich pact on the eve of world 
war in which Britain and France 
bowed to Nazi Germany’s territo- 
rial demands on Czechoslovakia. 
“If we do not deal with it now, we 
must deal with it later. Better 
now than later.” 

Some Americans agreed. 

"To endorse the Vance-Owen 
plan would be to ratify geuoddal 
aggression,” said Rep. Frank 
McCloskey. 

Mr. Karadzic, in an interview 
with the Associated Press, 
branded as lies reports about 
widespread reports of expulsions 
of Muslims and Croats and mass 
rapes by Serb forces. 

“What happened in this war 
was not ethnic cleaning, it was 
ethnic shifting. It was not done by 
Serbian authorities,'* but con- 
sisted of ethnic groups voluntarily 
moving to join their compatriots, 
he said. 

Mr. Karadzic and leaders of 
the Bosnia's Croat and Muslim 
communities are visiting New 
York to resume negotiations at 
U.N. Headquarters. 

As the war of words continued, 
so did the guns in Bosnia and 
Croatia. 

Heavy fighting was reported in 
eastern Bosnia. The Muslim-led 
government has been winning 
back some eastern areas lost to 
Serb forces last year in the war 
over the republic's secession from 
Yugoslavia. 

Intensified fighting also was 
reported in southern Croatia, 
where Croatia's army is pressing 
a 2-week-old drive against the 


Serb-controlled Krajina region. 

Croatian Serbs said they shot 
down a Croatian warplane that 
tried to bomb Serb-held Mirkovd 


village, near Vinkovd. There was 
no independent confirmation. 

A new aid convoy, meanwhile, 
moved toward Sarajevo in central 
Bosnia as U.N. officials warned 
that food stocks in die besieged 
capital would nm out in three 
days unless replenished. Aid 
shipments were curtailed this 
week after attacks on a U.N. 
convoy. 

Supplies of diesel, which fuels 
trucks delivering humanitarian 
aid within the dty and generators 
providing heat and light at the 
city’s hospitals, have not reached 
Sarajevo since Jan. 22, according 
to officials of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees. 

An attack Tuesday on a 
UNHCR convoy near Mostar has 
heightened the crisis because the 
U.N. has suspended fuel and 
other convoys along that route 
until it receives an explanation 
for mortar fire that killed a trans- 
lator and severely wounded the 
convoy leader. 

Romania tightened interna- 
tional sanctions on Yugoslavia by 
stopping Yugoslav barges from 
travelling down the Danube to 
pick up fuel. A U.N. trade ban 
was imposed in May to punish 
Serbia for helping Serbs in the 
wars in Bosnia and Croatia. 

The Bosnian war has killed at 
least 18,000 people and created 1 
million refugees. 

Some of the worst fighting has 
been in the east, which borders 
Serbia. The first battles were 
fought there when Serbian mili- 
tias invaded last spring. Muslim 
forces have been waging a big 
offensive there m recent weeks. 

The Yugoslav News Agency 
Tan jug said Bosnian Serb milit- 
ary officials reported new 
Muslim-led attacks in eastern 
Bosnia, targeting Serb positions 
around Zvomik, on the border 
with Serbia, and Bratunac, farth- 


er south. 

On Croatia's Adriatic coast, 
where a year-old Croatian- 
Serbian truce collapsed two 
weeks ago, both sides reported 
fighting around Serb-held Beak- 
ovac. 

Croatian troops appeared to be 
trying to capture the town in 
preparation for an attack on 
Knin, capital of the Serb region in 
Croatia. 


Bonn urges U.S. hocking for 

Rmaria plan 


German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel urged President Bfil 
Clinton to accept the peace {dan 
for Bosnia being worked out by 
international mediators, and 
warned the only alternative was 
more war. 

But Mr. Clinton continued to 
withhold his endorsement of the 
plan formulated by Mr. Vance 
and Lord Owen. 

Mr. Kinkel met with Mr. Clin- 
ton and other of officials Thurs- 
day. He was the first foreign 
minister to be received by Mr. 
Clinton during his first two weeks 
in office. 

Mr. Kinkel told reporters be 
did not want to pre s s the Amer- 
icans and did not know when they 
would reach a decision. 

“I underscored that h is the last 
chance we have to bring about a 
solution by peaceful means,'* he 
said. 

He warned there might be 
“negative consequences” if the 
plan is not accepted, but acknow- 
ledged that some skepticism ab- 
out it was justified. 

“I do not have the impression 
that the plan is being simply 
rejected, but there are certain 
hesitations and I expressed 
understanding for such hesita- 
tion," he said at a news confer- 
ence. 



Serb soldiers of the Serbian enclave of Kra- 
jina, m Croatia, take cover behind a tsuk 
during mffitary efforts to retake a mountain 


near Dnris, which had been lost to the Croats 
in the latest fighting (AFP photo) 


Liaht from 
Russian 
spacecraft 
shines on 
Earth 


MOSCOW (AP) — Russian sci- 
entists have unfurled a minor in 
space and briefly bounced sun- 
light onto the night side of Earth, 
testing a new solar spotlight that 
could eventually illuminate parts 
of the planet. 

The troubled Russian Space 
Agency hailed the experiment as 
a qualified success and im- 
mediately began fishine for inves- 
tors, saying the pre .'awn test 
proved a space spotlight was 
feasible. 

“All the principal scientific 
problems were solved by this 
experiment," flig-.i control direc- 
tor Viktor Blago'. said. “Now we 
need to collect money to continue 
the programme." 

It was unclear whether the ex- 
periment, named Operation Ban- 
ner, came off exactly as planned. 
But officials claimed victory in 
the most important part, in which 
the 25-metre-wide reflective 
sheet was spun open like a para- 
chute behind the unmanned car- 
go ship Progress. 

"It was not completely success- 
ful, but it did go rather well.” said 
Semyon Lukasky. an aide to the 
project director. He declined to 
specify rhe troubles, saying full 
details would be released later. 

Russian Television, giving no 
source, suggested that radial slats 
in the circular sheet had opened 
wider than planned. It showed 
what it called a videotape of the 
aluminum-coated sheet looking 
something like a propeller. 

Scientists released the spinning 
minor from the unmanned prog- 
ress at about 3:45 a.m. (0045 
GMT), after the ship was de- 
tached from the orbiting Mir 
space station, Mr. Blagov said 
from the control centre north of 
Moscow. 

• The videotape made by Mir’s 
rwo-man crew showed the mirror 
opening slowly — like a metallic 
flower blossoming — from one 
end of the Progress. In a profile 
view*, it looked like a silver 
umbrella over the end of the 
spaceship. 

Mr. Blagov said that after the 
mirror was opened, scientists 
angled it to reflect sunlight from 
the opposite side of Earth onto 
the night side of the planet. 

The beam of reflected sunlight 
created a weak spot of light on 
the ground. Cosmonauts Gen- 
nady Manakov and Alexander 
Poleshchuk. looking down from 
the Mir, “observed a section of 
our planet's surface illuminated 
with sunlight.” the ITAR-TASS 
News Agency said. 

Scientists had said the spot was 
expected to measure about four 
kilometres in diameter. Since the 
banner was orbiting the globe, 
the spot moved quickly across 
Europe toward the former 
Soviet Union. 

Mr. Lukasky said flashes of 
light were seen by ground obser- 
vers in the Brest and Gomel 
regions of the former Soviet Un- 
ion Republic of Belarus. But no 
sightings were immediately re- 
ported from other points. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Hoover was blackmailed by mafia 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A new book contends that the late FBI 
Director J. Edgar Hoover was a closet homosexual black mailed 
by the mafia with compromising photos into denying for decades 
the existence of organised crime. Author Anthony Summers 
writes in his book. Official And Confidential: The Secret Life Of 
J. Edgar Hoover, that top organised crime figures Meyer Lansky 
and Frank Costello obtained photos of Mr. Hoover's alleged 
homosexual activity with longtime aide Clyde Toison used them 
to ensure the FBI did not target their illegal activities. For yean, 
Mr. Hoover denied the existence of organised crime. There have 
long been rumours — some dating bade to the 1930s — that Mr. 
Hoover was homosexual, often arising from his sharing a bachelor 
house with Mr. Toison for years. But another Hoover biographer 
who heard the rumours of homosexuality and mob blackmail said 
Thursday he was never able to corroborate them. Mr. Hoover was 
FBI director from 1924 until he died in 1972. Mr. Toison also is 
dead. As head of the FBI, Mr. Hoover made a habit of squirreling 
away information about the sexual lives of Washington’s power 
elite, including John and Robert Kennedy, Eleanor Roosevelt 
and others, according to a number of biographers. 


2 kidnapped nuns released in Philippines 


ZAMBOANGA, Philippines (AP) — Two Spanish nuns kidnap- 
ped last month by Muslim bandits were handed over Friday to 
Libyan and Palestinian envoys who helped negotiate their release. 
Sister Julia Forester, 63, arid Sister Fatima Uribarren, 33, were 
turned over early Friday to Libyan Ambassador Rajab Azzarooq 
and Palestine Liberation Organisation envoy Musa Oddi on the 
southern Island of Sulu, state radio reported from the provincial 
capita] Jok>. Military officials, who confirmed the release, said the 
nuns were in generally good health and had not been harmed. 
They were expected to be flown to Manila, 960 kilometres north 
of here, later in the day. The two Arab diplomats had gone to 
Sulu at the request of the Philippine government to help in the 
negotiations. The nuns were turned over to the envoys by the 
Muslim rebel Moro National Liberation Front, although the 
kidnappers had been described as “bandits.” A front spokesman 
told state radio that die group’s exiled leader. Nut Misuari, 
ordered the release because kidnapping was against Islamic Law. 


Belarus ratifies START I 


MINSK, Belarus (AP) — The parliament of Belarus ratified the 
START I treaty Thursday, leaving Ukraine as the only former 
Soviet republic still considering the disarmament pact. The 
Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) and its protocols 
require Belarus to surrender all 81 of the SS-25 single warhead 
missiles that it inherited from the former Soviet nuclear arsenal. 
The parliament approved the disarmament treaty with the United 
States at a closed session after four hours of debate, a Belarussian 
Foreign Ministry spokesman told the Associated Press. Belarus- 
sian lawmakers also voted to approve the nuclear non- 
proliferation treaty, which forbids the export of nudear weapons 
technology, and the so-called Lisbon agreement, which commits 
Belarus to send its nudear arms to Russia for dismantling. The 
parliaments of Russia and Kazakhstan ratified START I last year. 
The treaty was signed in 1991 by former President George Bush 
and Mikhail Gorbachev. If ratified by Ukraine, the treaty would 
leave Russia as the only one of the four with nudear weapons. It 
also would make deep cuts in the nudear arsenals of the United 
States and Russia. Ukraine, while insisting that it wants to be 
nuclear-free, has thus for balked at ratifying the treaty, deman- 
ding security guarantees and $1.5 billion in compensation from 
the West. 


Hong Kong governor leaves hospital 


HONG KONG ( AP) — Governor Chris Patten checked out of a' 
hospital Friday following a rapid recovery from an operation to 
treat two narrowing coronary arteries, doctors said. Mr. Patten, 
who looked somewhat subdued, thanked the staff at Queen Mary 
Hospital for getting him through the operation Wednesday to 
dilate the arteries using balloon catheters. Doctors said Mr. 
Patten, who left two days earlier than expected, was in good 
condition and would require about a week of rest at home before 
returning to work. In medical terms. Mr. Patten, 48, underwent 
percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty. His ailment is 
common to people who smoke, enjoy high cholesterol diets, or 
suffer from high blood pressure. Doctors says 30 per cent of 
patients who undergo the operation suffer a relapse within six 
months. As a result, Mr. Patten has been advised to take it easy 
and change his diet. 


U.S. Senate backs compromise on gays 


WASHINGTON (R) — The U.S. Senate Thursday backed 
President Bill Clinton's compromise to delay lifting a ban against 
homosexuals in the military for six months, but made no promise 
to lift the ban even then. It approved by a vote of 62-37 a 
compromise resolutions rejecting an opposition Republican plan 
to instead ban gays from the military by law for six months. Only 
five senators declared support for Mr. Clinton’s plan to eventually 
allow gays and lesbians in the military during a four-hour debate. 


Fighting 
continues 
in Angolan 
interior 


LUANDA (R) — Fighting raged 
in the Angolan provinces, includ- 
ing an attack on Huambo in 
which 30 UNITA soldiers were 
(tilled, state radio and media said 
Friday. 

Water was restored in the 
capital Luanda, where rebels 
sabotaged the main waterworks 
two weeks ago, but elsewhere 
there was no apparent let up in 
the fighting which resumed when 
UNITA rejected U.N.- 
supervised elections held last 
year. 

The radio reported clashes in 
six provinces across the vast 
southwest African country, in- 
cluding the elimination of a UN- 
fTA rebel company in Huambo, 
tire guerrillas’ central highlands 
h eadquarters. 

Hie radio said many rebels fled 
the scene, leaving behind an 
assortment of weapons. 

The radio also reported fight- 
ing in central Bengueta province, 
where the government says its 
forces resisted UNITA attacks in 
Caimbambo and Chongoroi after 
several hours of fierce battles 
Thursday. 

Intense artillery attacks by re- 
bels advancing towards the air- 
port in Kuito, capital of central 
Bie province, sent panicked resi- 
dents fleeing from their homes, 
the radio said. 


In eastern Luena, the govern- 
ment launched clean-up opera- 
tions against the rebels. 

In southern Namibe province, 
UNITA men in civilian dress 
looted houses for food and lives- 
tock while in northern Malanje 
small bands of guerrillas planted 
mines around various towns, the 
state-run Jornal De Angola said. 

The reports, which could not 
be independently verified, came 
as water was restored to most 
parts of Luanda. 


Kozyrev, Christopher to meet in Geneva 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian Fore- 
ign Minister Andrei Kozyrev and 
new U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher wfll meet on Feb. 
25 in Geneva,' Interfax News 
■Agency said Friday. 

It quoted the Russian Foreign 
Minitoy as saying the two men 
would discuss topical vbflateral 


But it seems possible the talks 
could help lay the ground for a 
first summit between President 
Boris Yeltsin and U.S. President 


Bill Clinton. 

President Yeltsin, dearly con- 
cerned by media suggestions the 
new U.S. leader will concentrate 
more on domestic issues at the 
expense of Eastern European and 
the former Soviet Union, has 
repeatedly said be would like an 
early summit with Mr. Clinton, 
possibly in a third country. 

Mr. Yeltsin met Mr. Clinton's 
predecessor, George Bush, early 
last month in Moscow. 

Russia is pushing for U.S. 


cooperation and help in fields 
ranging from space research to 
finance and industrial produc- 
tion. 

Mr. Bosh and Mr. Yeltsin 
signed a START-2 strategic arms 
agreement providing for the com- 
plete elimination of multiple- 
warhead land-based missiles and 
slashing of overall arsenals by 
two-thuds. 

But a number of military as 
weD as poBtkal and economic 
issues remain outstanding. 


Children and elderly Armenians 
are starving due to war shortages 


ATLANTA (AP) — Armenians 
face starvation, diseases and 
hypothermia because of food and 
fuel shortages brought on by war- 
fare, health workers say in a new 
report. 

Most Armenian pensioners 
have exhausted their savings and 
many are selling their possessions 
to buy food, the U.S. Centre for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) reported Thursday. 

Armenian babies are starving, 
the CDC also found in an 
emergency surveillance program- 
me. 

The CDC began helping the 
Ministry of Health of Armenia 
monitor nutrition and the food 
supply in November as fighting 
stepped up in the former Soviet 
republic’s five-year conflict with 
neighbouring Azerbaijan. 

Death rates w*” be reported 
later as ’ -’.red for 

compari -- . .. Smith, 

one of fc .emiologists 

working on tne pr . ect. 

"The impact that we’re going 
to see on • •• *'on will be at 
its heavies -ie winter,” 

she said. “People wanting in the 
morgues say they're getting in- 
creased numbers of tee elderly 


and young children dying. Our 
task is to verify that informa- 
tion.” 

Ongoing fuel shortages prevent 
food distribution, hinder cooking 
and disrupt the water supply, she 
said. As a result, Armenians face 
increased risks for hypothermia 
by lack of heat, diseases 
caused by malnutrition and infec- 
tions caused by impure water. 

The CDC is ganging the sever- 
ity of the problem to help huma- 
nitarian aid officials decide where 
to co n ce n trate efforts first, she 
said. 

The shortages prompted an 
overall inflation rate of 360 per 
cent from April through Decem- 
ber 1992. Meanwhile, the month- 
ly pensions for the elderly in- 
creased only 250 per cent. The 
cost of a one-month supply of 
food was 23 ,000 roubles in Decem- 
ber; the average pension was only 
1,200 roubles. 

A survey of 347 pensioners in 
December found that 89 per cent 
didn’t have enough money to buy 
food, 80 per cent had no savings 
left and 71 per cent had less than 
one day’s supply of food at home. 

More were selling personal 
possessions to boy food — up 
from 18 per cent in an April 


survey to 37 per cent in Decem- 
ber — and more had lost at least 
five kilogrammes (11 pounds) in 
the previous six months — up 
from 45 per cent to 62 per cent,, 
die CDC said. 

Meanwhile, a check of medical 
records found more than five 
times as many malnourished 
babies in 1992 compared with die 
two previous years. 

More people are getting sick as 
well. The Armenian Health 
Ministry reported the monthly 
rates of measles increased by 60 
per cent, diarrhea increased 61 
per cent, viral hepatitis jumped 
163 per cent and tuberculosis 
increased 75 per cent between 
April and October 1992. 

The shortages mean drugs and 
vaccines also are scarce. Dr. 
Smith said. 

The epidemiologists are start- 
ing to gather nutritional informa- 
tion on the 300,000 ethnic Arme- 
nian refugees flooding into the 
country from Azerbaijan. 

Dr. Smith said initial reports 
found that 71 per cent of the 
refugees had lost more than 5 
kilogrammes in the last six 
months; 55 per cent have no 
access to health care; and 28 per 
cent are without fresh water. 


Soweto clear of political killings 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Soweto was dear of political mur- 
ders in January, the first month in 
more than two-and-a-half years 
such killings had stopped in South 
Africa’s biggest blade township, a 
human rights commission said 
Friday. 

But in a detailed monthly re- 
port on political violence in the 
country, the commission said 
there was a marked shift in 
attacks to Natal province. 

Safoora Sadek, national direc- 
tor of South Africa's Human 
Rights Commission, attributed 
the decline in Soweto to in- 
creased world attention and a 
September record of understand- 
ing between the African National 
Congress (ANQ and government 
to try to hah the slide into anar- 
chy. 

“When the world's eyes are on 
South Africa, violence dedines.” 
she told Reuters Friday, adding 


that “more responsible policing” 
could be another factor. 

The commission said it was 
encouraged by the decline in poli- 
tical killings in sprawling Soweto, 
“This after a year during which a 
monthly average of 36 deaths 
occurred (in this area)”. 

President F.W. De Klerk has 
said South Africa's first non- 
radal elections, which could take 
place late this year or early next 
year, would not go ahead unless 
the level of political violence de- 
clined. 

In its report, the commission 
said that while the nationwide 
monthly death toll was signifi- 
cantly down to 175 from 292 
compared to 1992, much of the 
violence bad moved to Natal 
which accounted for nearly 60 per 
cent of January’s figure. 

“Security forces were responsi- 
ble for five deaths and 35 injuries 
during January, low figures by 


comparison with last year's 
monthly averages of 13 and 144," 
it said, adding that 10 members of 
the security forces were killed 
during the month. 

The commission said it was 
disturbed by the emergence of 
attacks on train commuters in 
Natal, long a feature of violence 
in South Africa’s industrial heart- 
land around Johannesburg. 

Police have stepped up patroll- 
ing railway stations and detained 
alleged members of armed train 
gangs during the past few weeks. 

More than 7,700 people have 
been kilted in political violence in 
South Africa since Mr. De Klerk 
unbanned opposition movements 
and began dismantling apartheid - 
early in 1990. 

Most of the fighting is between 
supporters of Nelson Mandela’s 
ANC and Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi's Zulu-based Inkatha 
Freedom Party. 


U.N. fails to win Haitian approval for observers 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— A U.N. negotiator has failed 
in the latest effort to restore 
democracy in Haiti, and a prom- 
inent government foe said talks 
ended with the envoy being sho- 
wered with insults. 

Hie military -backed leadership 
refused to bodge in its rejection 
of a proposed international 
observer mission, Haitian politi- 
cians and foreign diplomats said. 

U.N. representative Dante 
Caputo spent three days in inten- 
sive but fruitless talks with Prime 
Minister Marc Bazin said the 
army command, trying to open a 
wedge toward returning ousted 
President Jean-Bertrand Aris- 
tide. 

Evans Paul, former mayor of 
Port-Au- Prince and a supporter 
of Mr. Aristide, said Mr. Caputo 
told him members of Mr. Bazin’s 
negotiating team insulted him, 
calling him “an imperialist” and a 
“dirty” foreigner. Mr. Paul said 
the negotiations broke up in an 
angry exchange. 

He described Mr. Caputo as 
“withdrawn and shocked.” 

“He said be could not come to 


terms with the regime in power,” 
Mr. Paul told the Associated 
Press. 

Pro-militanr demonstrators 
jeered Mr. Caputo, a former 
Argentine foreign minister, when 
be arrived Monday. 

Mr. Caputo left for New York 
to report to the United Nations, 
which is considering harsher sanc- 
tions on the impoverished Carib- 
bean nation if h failed to agree to 
the obs e rv e rs. 

Mr. Bazin last week rejected 
U.N. plans for a mission of about 
500 civilians who would fan out 
across Haiti to help establish 
order. He called it a violation erf 
sovereignty. 

According to foreign diplo- 
mats, Mr. Barin insisted the pow- 
ers and size of the mission be 
reduced. He also asked for an 
end to the hemisphere-wide trade 
embargo in exchange for clear- 
ance for the mission, the diplo- 
mats said, speaking on condition 
of anonymity. 

The army overthrew Mr. Aris- 
tide, Haiti’s first freely elected 
president, in a bloody September 


1991 coup. The army seems the 
observer mission as a vanguard 
for possible foreign intervention 
and forced reinstatement of Mr. 
Aristide.- 

Mr. Bazin, a former World 
Bank official, was considered a 
moderate by the army and Haiti's 
elite and was portrayed as 
Washington’s candidate in the 
election he lost to Mr. Aristide in 
1990. 


The army hoped his appoint- 
ment in June would influence 
Washington to help lift the 
embargo imposed by the Orga- 
nisation of American States after 
the coup. The embargo remains, 
but is easily breached. 

Far-right politicians say Mr. 
Bazin should be dismissed if be 
accepts an agreement that may 
lead to a civilian observer force or 
Mr-Aristide’s return. 


The far right suggests former 
Interim President Joseph Nerette 
or another politician beholden to’ 
the military could step into the 
job. 

Privately, international offi- 
cials have been wary of uncon- 


ditional support for Mr. Aristide. 
The radical Roman Catholic 
priest, hugely popular among 
Haiti’s poor, was slow to criticise 
mob violence against soldiers, 
private police and collaborator!; 
of the 29-year Duvalicr family 
dictatorship. 

His supporters say military bru- 
tality provokes such violence and 
that an observer force that will 
protea everyone is the best way 
to keep the peace. 

Rep. Charles Rangel of New 
York urged President Bill Clinton 
to meet with Mr. Aristide and 
come op with an outline to bring 
back democracy. 

“I think it's time for the presi- 
dent of the United States to really 
speak out," he said in a telephone 
interview. “Clinton's missing a 
great opportunity by keeping si- 
lent. Tins issue goes far beyond 
the refugees, to the people in 
Haiti, and they need to know that 
help is chi the way. 
i After sham elections on Jan. 
18, new pro-Bazin senators rook 
office Sunday, enabling him to 
Mode any agreement be finds 
unfavourable. 



Billy Crystal 
named to host 
Academy Awards 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Come- 
dian Billy Crystal was named 
Thursday to host next mouth's 
65th annual Academy Awards, 
the fourth straight year be wiB 
head the show. “Billy is the per- 
fect host,” Academy Awards 
show producer Gilbert Cates said 
in a statement. “He is a major 
movie star with a talent for mov- 
ing the evening’s enter t a inmen t 
along. “I am honoured and ex- 
cited to be hosting the Oscars for 
the fourth time,” Crystal said. He 
won one Emmy Awar d for host- 
ing the Academy Awards two 
years ago and another was one of 
the show's writers. The Oscars, 
which honour the best of the part 
year’s films, actors and directors, 
will be presented on March 29 at 
the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion of 
the Los Angeles Muse Centre 
and will be televised live on 
ABC. 


Japanese, German 
men ‘most 
unromantic’ 


TOKYO (AP) — As Feb. 14 
is, German 


approaches, German and 
Japanese men have just received 
a very un- Valentine VKke slap in 
die face from their own wive s: A 
ranking among the world’s least 
romantic men. When women in 
14 countries were asked to rate 
how “romantic” their mates are, 
German men ended in 12th place 
and Japanese next to last, behind 
only Poland. On a scale of one to 
11, Japanese women gave their 
men an average 4.54 in sexiness 
and 5.11 in charm — both dead 
last. German men, meanwhile, 
proved to be the >«ottom in kind- 
ness, with a full _ percent giving 
their mates the lowest possible 
ranking. The unromantic results 
were reported by Harlequin, the 
Toronto-based publisher of Ro- 
mance novels, in a survey of 
5,112 women released here last 
week. On the more positive side, 
Greek men received top overall 
rankings for being charming, con- 
siderate and sexy. They apparent- 
ly got to the fop by startingputon 
the right foot: 73 per cent stiB 
remember their first date with* 
their partner, tops in the survey. 
The main problem for Japanese 
and Germans appeared to be the 
lack of romantic touch — for 
example, taking one’s spouse for. 
a romantic weekend getaway. 
Only 23 percent of Japanese men 
did so. comp are d with 62 per cent 
of the passionate Greeks. Ger- 
mans and Japanese also finished 
last and next-to-last in treating 
their wives to a dinner for two. 
Communications problems also 
might be behind Japanese men'ti 
woes. Only 34 per cent ever tefl 
their mates, “I love you” outside 
of the bedroom, well below next- 
to-last Poland's 51 per cent. 


Meryl Streep 
gets award 


COPENHAGEN, Denmark 
(AP) — Meryl Streep has bees 
awarded the 1993 RungstedJbmd 
Prize, named after the home of 
Karen Biixen, the writer she play- 
ed in the movie Out Of Africa. 
Royalties from the film, which 
won an Academy Award in 1985, 
and the ensuing interest in Ms. 
Biixen 's works enabled the Rung- 
stediund Foundation to open the 
late writer's birthplace as a 
museum in 1991. The museum 
curator, Marianne Asmusscu. 
said that Ms. Streep was awarded 
the prize from “her remarkable 
artistic works and especially her 
personal interpretation of Karen 
Biixen” in the movie. The Amer- 
ican actress is the first foreigner 
J? ** ceive the prize, worth 
*3.900. Ms. Streep will receive 
the award when she visits De- 
nmark in March for filming of 
Chilean novelist Isabel Allende's 
best seller The House Of The 
Spirits^ being shot in Denmark 
and Portugal, Ms. Asmussea 
said. 


Knight gels his 
maiden 


HIGHTSTOWN , NJ. (AP) — 
It wasn’t the weight of love in 
James Toto’s heart that caused 
his horse to throw him twice as be 
rode to an elementary school to 
propose to his lady love. It was 
tne weight — and sight — of fas 
silver armour, red cape and Loog 
sword that spooked Toto’s steed. 
Despite the unceienumfods start 
and a cut on his hand resukhut 
from the falls, the 23-yeajr-oM 
Eaa Windsor knight managed to 
wake it across the yard at the 
Walter C Black School to prop- 

founh-ffade teacher. Carrying a 
Jjf^cngagenwnt ring m a 
p0 ^ Kh am “Ki M* 
««». loto arrived at Katsifo* 
room jua as guest speaker Tho- 
m» Lomhanh finished a lecture' 
about the age of chivalry. 
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